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"It  is  wise  for  us  to  recur  to  the  history  of  our  ancestors.  Those 
who  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  a link  connecting  the  past  and 
the  future,  do  not  perform  their  duty  to  the  world." 


Daniel  Webster 
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A Genealorv  ? 


1. 

When  three  score  years, 
or  even  more , 
a man  may  ask, 

"V/ho  went  tiefore?'* 

2. 

"Who  were  my  sires, 

What  were  they  like? 
From  English  moors 
or  Holland's  dikes?" 

3. 

"Who  really  cares?" 
the  young  may  ask. 
"Naming  the  dead 
seems  a useless  task." 


"Look  to  the  future, 
there's  profit  there. 
Not  everyone's 
a fortune's  heir." 

5. 

But  lo  ik  again, 
impatient  friend — 
truly  the  past 
has  no  end! 

6. 

Stop  to  consider — 
for  the  future's  sake  — 
the  distant  past 
tomorrows  shape. 


7. 

Who  went  before 
have  made  the  ways 
for  much  to  come 
in  future  days! 

E.A,G.,Jr, 
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Let  us  now  praise  famous  men  and  our  fathers  that  begat  us... 
There  be  of  them  that  have  left  a name  behind  them,  that  their 
praises  might  be  reported. 

And  some  there  be  which  have  no  memorial;  who  are  perished, 
though  they  had  never  been;  and  are  become  as  though  they  ha 
never  been  born;  and  their  children  r'f’ter  them. 

But  these  were  .merciful  men,  whose  righteousness  hath  not  been 
forgotten. 

With  their  seed  shall  continually  remain  a good  inheritance,... 
Their  seed  standeth  fast,  and  their  children  for  their  sakes. 
Their  seed  shall  remain  for^fever,  and  their  glory  shall  not  be 
blotted  out. 

Their  bodies  are  buried  in  peace;  but  their  names  liveth  for 
evermore . 


Ecclesiasticus  xliv„ 
(Jerusalem  Bible.) 
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PREFACE 


The  original  reason  for  undertaking  this  genealogy  was  to  trace  as 
far  as  possible  the  Gastons  of  the  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr.,  line 
from  the  first  American  of  the  line  through  to  the  latest  present  gener- 
ation, In  this  second  edition  I believe  this  has  been  done  with  as 
much  success  as  available  materials  will  allow.  To  put  it  less  modestly, 

I believe  I have  succeeded  in  doing  what  I intended  to  do.  Sources 
which  were  not  available  to  me  at  the  time  of  the  first  edition  have 
been  found  or  were  furnished  to  me.  As  a consequence  I have  been  able 
to  incorporate  some  things  not  included  at  first  because  they  could  not 
be  satisfactoraly  validated.  Moreover  I have  been  able  to  check,  and 
double  check  old  items  and  to  add  new  ones.  I will  confess  that  I have 
tried  to  be  more  accurate  in  reporting  on  Gastons  of  past  generations 
than  I have  been  on  present  ones.  Members  of  present  generations  may 
defend  themselves. 

In  order  to  make  the  picture  more  complete,  I have  included  collat- 
eral lines  of  relatives  most  closely  related  to  the  direct  descent  of 
the  Oscar  Calwell  Gaston,  Sr.,  line.  Some  of  these  are  much  more  complete 
than  others.  This  was  determined  primarily  by  the  amount  of  information 
furnished  me  by  members  of  the  families  concerned  or  the  availability 
of  information  from  other  sources. 

The  Index  of  Names  (Appendix  M.)  is  only  partial.  The  number  before 
the  name  of  a member  of  the  Gaston  family  serves  chiefly  as  a reference. 
The  number  123  (1-6)  before  the  name  of  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr.,  is 
of  significance  only  in  that  the  (1-6)  means  that  he  was  the  first  child 
in  the  sixth  generation  of  American  Gastons.  A (6-6)  would  mean  the 
sixth  child  in  the  order  of  birth  (where  known)  in  the  sixth  generation. 
For  families  who  were  not  Gastons  a slightly  different  system  is  used. 

For  example  the  (d)-2.  before  the  name  of  Alexander  Moore  indicates  he 
was  the  fourth  child  in  the  second  generation  among  the  members  of  the 
Moore  family  included.  Where  an  asterisk  is  found  before  a reference 
number  it  means  that  more  information  about  that  individual  will  be 
found  at  another  place.  Where  this  information  is  given  the  reference 
number  will  be  underlined,  thus:  123  (l-6). 

Where  there  are  mistakes  in  typing,  spelling,  punctuation,  grammar 
and  sentence  structure,  I willingly  assume  responsibility.  I am 
responsible  for  them  all.  I hope  that  I have  made  few  mistakes  in 
reporting  the  materials  furnished  me  by  others.  Do-  feel  free  to  call 
my  attention  to  errors. 

I hope  that  you  find  some  pleasure  in  what  you  find  here. 
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Anastasia  Beauchamp 

1 837-1 B81 


Roderick  M,  Bessee 


European  Origins  and  Colonial  Predecessors 


Lutheranism  made  little  headway  in  France  during  the  Reformation. 
Calvinism,  on  the  other  hand,  won  over  twenty  to  thirty-percent  of  the 
population.  Calvinism  was  especially  appealing  to  the  bourgeoise  and 
the  lower  nobility.  Among  these  classes  there  was  a growing  resistance 
to  the  increasing  powers  of  the  king,  and  while  Lutheranism  supported 
absolute  monarchy,  Calvinism  had  in  it  a republican  element.  From  the 
outset  Calvinism  acquired  political  as  well  as  religious  significance 
in  France, 

The  kings  on  their  part  were  reasonably  justified  in  identifying 
at  least  a part  of  the  opposition  to  their  efforts  to  consolidate  their 
governments  as  Calvinistic.  The  kings  also  held  to  the  prevailing  idea 
that  a strong  national  state  demanded  there  should  be  no  division  in 
religious  point  of  view  among  their  subjects.  King  Francis  I,  his  sons 
and  grandsons  tried  desperately  to  rid  their  county  of  all  protestant- 
ism,  particularly  Calvinism,  but  without  success.  From  1^62  to  1593  3- 
series  of  so-called  religious  wars  embroiled  the  whole  country. 

This  series  of  wars  culminated  in  the  War  of  the  Three  Henry's. 

The  Huguenots,  as  the  French  Calvinist  were  called,  and  their  moderate 
Catholic  allies  defeated  their  enemies  and  placed  Henry  of  Navarre  up- 
on the  thurone.  The  new  king  was  to  reign  as  Henry  IV  (I589-I6IO), 

Henry  conciliated  the  French  Catholics  by  becoming  Catholic  himself 
and  the  Huguenots  by  issuing  the  Edict  of  Nantes  (1598), 

Among  other  concessions,  the  Edict  of  Nantes  guaranteed  the  Hugue- 
nots freedom  o^  worship  and  liberty  of  conscience,  freedom  to  publish, 
to  have  their  own  schools,  and  to  enjoy  full  civil  and  political  rights. 
Some  of  its  provisions  were  to  virtually  create  two  states  in  one,  how- 
ever. The  Huguenots  were  given  their  own  assemblies,  officers,  judges, 
and  even  certain  fortified  towns.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  French  kings 
were  to  come  to  see  this  as  interferring  with  their  sovereign  authority 
and  a threat  to  national  unity. 

In  1624  Louis  XIII  assumed  the  powers  of  king.  He  fell  immediate- 
ly under  the  control  of  his  chief  advisor.  Cardinal  Richelieu,  who  made 
him  this  promise,  "I  promise  to  devote  all  my  energy  and  all  the  author- 
ity that  it  might  please  you  to  place  in  my  hands  to  destroying  the 
Huguenots,  abasing  the  pride  of  the  great  nobles,  restoring  all  your 
subjects  to  their  duty,  and  raising  the  name  of  your  majesty  among  the 
foreign  nations  to  its  rightful  place." 

Richelieu  had  no  intentions  of  depriving  the  Huguenots  of  their 
freedom  of  conscience  and  worship.  It  was  their  political  power  he 
attacked.  In  response  the  Huguenots  rose  in  rebellion  in  I625  but  were, 
eventially  defeated.  The  Edict  of  Alais  (I629)  was  then  published, 
leaving  the  Huguenots  their  freedom  of  conscience  and  worship  but  depriv- 
ing them  of  some  cf  their  political  privileges.  Richelieu  rermarked  that 


the  honest  Huguenot  had  been  left  all  he  would  have  been  willing  to  pro- 
tect with  his  life. 

By  no  means  all  of  the  Huguenots  agreed  with  this  statement.  Among 
those  disagreeing  with  Richelieu  was  Jean  Gaston  (b.  l600),  called  "The 
Huguenot,"  who,  as  a consequence,  had  his  property  confiscated  and  was 
forced  to  flee  to  Calvinistic  Scotland  in  I63O.  Fortunately; for’ him , 
brothers  and  other  relatives  who  remained  in  F'rance  were  able  to  help 
him  financially  in  his  exile.  A man  so  uncomprom-i  sing  would  certainly 
-■  make  a good  Calvinist.  An  anecdote  brought  by  his  descendants . to  America 
is  that  "Jean  Gaston  was  a devout  man  and  the  worst  words  he  was  ever 
heard  to  say  were  on  the  occasion  of  his  hurting  his  mouth  with  a fork, 
an  implement  just  comir^g  into  table  use.  Jean  Gaston  ex^ained,  'Devil 
take  the  fork!'"  (Davidson), 

In  some  accounts  it  is  said  that  this  Jean  Gaston  (b.l600)  was 
"possibly,"  in  others,  "was  thought  to  be,"  and  in  yet  others  it  is 
positively  stated  that  he  "was"  a direct  descendant  of  Gaston  de  Foix 
de  Nemours  and  should  be  called  Jean  Gaston  de  Foix.  Supporting  this 
claim  of  descent  is  cited  the  firmly  held  belief  in  it  cherished  by 
Jean's  grandsons  and  great  grandsons  who  migrated  to  America.  They 
believed  it,  it  seems,  because  Jean  had  apparently  believed  it,  and  a 
man  so  pious  uas  not  given  to  lying.  It  must  be  stated  in  all  fairness 
that  the  connections  are  thought  to  have  been  traced,  but  this  must  be 
accepted  with  a bit  of  faith.  In  one  source  (McPherson)  it  is  stated, 

"Jean  Gaston  de  Foix  was  a direct  descendant  of  Gaston  de  Foix."  No 
source  for  this  information  is  given. 

Gaston  de  Foix  de  Nemours  (b.  l489-d.  April  11,  I5I2),  a celebrated 
French  general,  was  the  grandson  of  Gaston  IX,  Comte  de  Foix,  and  the 
son  of  Jean  de  Foix,  Viscomte  de  Nabonne,  and  his  wife  Mario  de  Orleans, 
a sister  of  Louis  XII  (1462-1315)  2.nd  the  daughter,  of  Charles  of  Orleans. 
Gaston  de  Foix  married,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Philip, 
Third  king  of  Navarre.  She  bore  him  four  sons.  Among  this  Gaston's 
ancestors  was  one  Gaston  de  la  Foix  who,  during  the  fourteenth  century, 
made  an  important  contribution  to  the  history  of  his  times  in  his  treatise, 
Li’yre  de  la  Chasse  (Book  of  the  Hunt),  in  which  he  describ.ed  the  sport 
of  kings,  nobles,  and  knights  as  it  was  pursued  in  his  Medieval  period. 

Gaston  de  Foix  was  created  due  de  Nemours  in  1505  is  better 
known  in  history  by  that  title.  He  conducted  a brilliant  campaign  against 
the  Spanish  in  Italy  in  1512,  winning  for  himself  the  appellation,  "The 
Thunderbolt  of  Italy."  He  also  succeeded  in  getting  himself  killed  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  while  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  after  the  great 
victory  of  his  forces  at  Ravenna,  April  11,  1512. 

This  was  during  the  third  Italian  war  of  Louis  XII  in  the  "Period 
of  the  Two  Leagues."  Louis  had  given  the  command  of  Milan  to  Gaston 
de  Foix  whom  he  considered  the  most  promising  of  his  young  captains. 

After  a number  of  successes  against  the  enemy,  Gaston  moved  against  the 
Spanish  at  Ravenna.  Here,  after  a desperate  battle,  the  French  dislodged 
the  Spanish  forces  who  then  started  to  move  off  in  good  order.  Gaston, 
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"whose  young  blood  was  up,"  and  not  contented  with  a simple  victory, 
moved  with  a handful  of  followers  to  bar  the  Spanish  retreat  crying, 

"Let  him  who  loves  me,  follow  me!"  In  this  mad  assault  he  and  those 
who  were  with  him  lost  their  lives. 

After  it  v;as  clear  the  battle  at  Ravenna  hod  been  won,  "When  the 
soldiers  gathered  together  rejoicing  over  their  victory  with  clarions 
and  trumpets  bravely  sounding,  they  sought  everywhere  for  their  well- 
beloved  young  ca'n''''’"n  to  congratulate  him.  All  at  once  a voice  cried 
aloud,  'Gaston  is  dead.'  Then  deep  silence  fell  on  the  jubilant  host, 
followed  by  the  sound  of  strong  men  sobbing  and  vjeeping.  When  Louis 
XII  was  told  of  it,  he  cried  out — for  he  loved  his  nephew  warmly — 
that  he  had  rather  have  lost  Italy  than  Gastonl"  (Kitchin),  In  this 
battle  twenty -thousand  men  were  said  to  have  died.  In  the  Spanish  army 
was  one  Alvar  Nunez  Gabeza  de  Vaca  who  survived  the  day  to  go  on  to 
fame  and  misfortune  as  a soldier  and  explorer  in  America, 

It  can  be  seen  that  if  we  accept  the  idea  that  Jean  Gaston  was 
indeed  a descendant  of  Gaston  de  Foix  a line  of  very  illustrious  prede- 
cessors may  be  traced  going  back  to  the  nineth  and  tenth  centuries. 

One  source  traces  the  line  through  the  female  side  (via  Marie  de  Orleans) 
back  to  a daughter  of  "Henry,  King  of  Germany  (b,  876-d,  973)  who  was 
the  son  of  Otto,  Duke  of  Saxony,"  (McPerson).  Another  source  reports 
the  male  line  of  Gaston  de  Foix  to  be  ■^"aced  to  a "Gaston  I — Centule, 

Count  of  Bearn,  9^0-984,  (b.  905“^*  989) Tracing  back  to  Jean  Gaston 
(b.  1600)  is  more  reliable  and  seems  quite  far  enough.  It  is  a bit 
difficult  to  feel  a relationship  to  anyone  who  has  preceded  us  by  more 
than  four  or  five  generations  anyway. 

How  many  sons  Jean  Gaston  had  is  not  known.  One  son,  John  (b,  1645), 
is  fairly  certain,  and  there  was  believed  to  have  been  at  least  two  others, 
William  and  Alexander.  All  migrated  from  Scotland  to  County  Antrim,  North 
Ireland,  sometime  after  I66O,  The  restoration  of  the  Stuarts  to  the 
throne  of  England  after  the  Commonwealth  period  nay  have  triggered  this 
move.  The  religious  policies  pursued  by  Charles  II  and  his  ministers 
brought  about  a period  of  religious  unrest  and  some  persecutions  in  Scot- 
land. 


Five  Irish  grandsons  of  Jean  Gaston  are  a matter  of  record,  and  all 
-except  one  of  them  migrated  to  America  during  the  1720's.  While  dissat- 
isfaction with  religious  conditions  may  have  played  a part  in  bringing 
about  this  move  to  the  English  colonies,  it  is  probable  the  economic 
situation  in  Ireland  played  a large  part. 

Just  which  of  Jean's  sons  fathered  each  of  his  grandsons  is  not 
certain.  Usually  three  of  them  are  listeci  as  brothers  and  are  said  to 
have  been  the  sons  of  John  Gaston  (b.l645).  Tiese  three  are  William 
(b.  1685),  John  (b.  1703-^.  1733),  and  Alexander  (171^^-1783).  There  may 
be  some  question  about  Alexander  being  Johns  sen  because  of  the  date  of 
his  birth.  The  other  two  grandsons,  Hugh  (I687-I772)  and  Joseph  (170C~ 
1777)*  fnay  have  been  brothers  of  the  first  three,  as  is  sometimes  said, 
or  cousins.  That  they  v:ere  Jean  Gaston’s  grandsons  is  not  questioned. 
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Of  these  grandsons  William  Gaston  (b.  I685)  and  his  wife,  Mary  (or 
Olivet?)  Lemon  Gaston,  who  lived  in  Clongh  Water,  County  Antrim,  North 
Ireland,  did  not  themselves  come  to  America,  but  all  nine  of  their  chil- 
dren did«  All  but  one  of  these  migrated  over  a period  extending  from 
17^9  to  1755«  After  a short  stay  in  Pennsylvania,  these  Gastons  moved  to 
Chester  and  Lancaster  counties.  Couth  Carolina.  Here  the  family  became 
prosperous  and  prominent  planters  after  a period  of  frontier  experiences. 
Alexander  was  the  last  of  William's  sons  to  arrive  in  America  (I76O'). 

He  settled,  in  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  then  the  capitol  of  the  colony. 

This  Alexander  was  the  father  of  the  justly  famous  Judge  William  Gaston 
in  whose  honor  the  city  of  Gastonia  and  Gaston  county  in  North  Carolina 
were  named . 

As  has  been  mentioned  the  other  four  of  Jean  Gaston's  grandsons 
migrated  to  America  sometime  between  1720  and  1726.  The  exact  dates  are 
hard  to  determine.  John  Gaston  (1703-1783)  is  recorded  as  having  come  to 
America  in  1726  and  to  have  settled  in  Sterling,  Connecticut.  He  may  have, 
he  ; is  believed  to  have  brought  his  younger  brother,  Alexander  (1719-1783). 
with  him.  One  source  reports  Alexander  to  have  arrived  in  America  some- 
time between  1720  and  1724.  In  any  case  it  is  fairly  obvious  that  at  any 
of  these  dates  he  would  have  been  a bit  young  to  make  the  trip  alone, 
although  that  would  not  have  been  unheard  of.  At  sometime  he  settled 
in  Richmond,  Massachusetts,  and  there  married  a Viary  V/ilson.  Alexander 
has  been  called  the  ancestor  of  the  "Western  states  Gastons,"  since  his 
descendants  went  from  Massachusetts  to  Ohio  and  then  to  Iowa,  He  was  not, 
however,  the  only  Gaston  whose  descendants  scattered  throughout  the  West- 
ern states. 

John  Gaston's  (l703“1783)  descendants  eventually  moved  to  Massachu- 
setts and  furnished  a number  of  members  to  the  colonial  assembly,  a mayor 
of  Boston,  a governor  of  the  state,  and  a long  line  of  prominent  citizens. 

The  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  Period 

Joseph  Gaston  (1700-1777)  and  Hugh  Gaston  (1687-1772)  migrated  to 
America  in  "about"  1720.  It  is  assumed  - it  is  sometimes  stated  - that 
they  arrived  through  the  port  of  Perth  Amboy.  They  settled  in  Somp''set 
county,  New  Jersey.  Joseph  died  in  Bernardstown,  Somerset  county,  in  April 
of  1777.  "After  the  death  of  Joseph  Gaston  in  1777,  his  widow,  Margaret, 
moved  to  Hardv/ick  township,  Sussex  county.  New  Jersey,  with  her  son, Joseph 
Jr,,  where  she  died  on  August  3I , 1795.  aged  ninety  years."  (Lillywhite) . 
Another  source  reports  Margaret  to- have  been  born  ir  I7OO  and  to  have  died 
in  1790.  She  was  buried  at  the  "Yellow  Frame  Church,"  in  Sussex  county, 

Cn  her  tombstone  one  finds! 

'•M.  G.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Gaston  Who  died  on  31  st 
day  of  August  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1790  Aged  90  years.  She  was  long 
a mother  in  Israel  - Age  and  diseases  in  a thr^^ng-  Attack'd  the  house  that 
stood  so  long;  -In  spite  of  all  attempts  to  prop,-  They  tore  the  earthly 
fabrick  up,  - The  dead  she  speaks  and  thus  she  cries, — Friends,  seek 
your  house  above  the  skies." 
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Margaret's  son,  Joseph  Jr.  24,l8o4),  was  buried  next  to 

his  mother.  He  had  married  Margaret  Linn  (1751~Hept.  19,  1822)  in  Sussex 
count^^.  In  one  source  it  is  pointed  out  that  his  parents  came  from  Ireland 
■to  Somerset  cc^ty  "but  were  of  French  Huguenot  descent,"  It  goes  on  to 
say,  "Joseph  was  an  Elder  in  the  Yellow  Frame  Church;  he  was  a paymaster 
of  the  militia  of  Sussex  county  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  he  was 
the  county  ag’ent  to  sell  the  confi:  '■.ated  es'.ates  of  the  Tories.  As  pay- 
master he  distributed  to  the  militia  of  Sussex  county,  including  V/aren,  a 
total  of  1500  pounds,  on  which  the  state  allowed  him  a commission  of  one- 
percent."  He  fathered  two  children;  Martha  and  Margaret  (Armstrong). 

Joseph  Jr.  had  one  sister,  another  Margaret,  who  married  Andrew  Hi i-kpatrick, 
Kirkpatrick  moved  with  his  family  to  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania  in 
about  1758. 

Before  moving  on  to  Hugh  Gaston  (1687-1772),  the  first  American 
Gaston  of  the  Oscar  C.  Gaston,  Sr,  line,  it  is  worth  noticing  that  all  of 
the  Gastons  mentioned  here  arrived  in  America  by  way  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania , and  that  many  of  them  settled  in  these  colonies.  While  there 
vfere  a number  of  reasons  for  this,  the  liberal  attitude  toward  freedom  of 
conscience  which  prevailed  may  have  been  an  important  factor. 

Prior  to  I7OI  the  colony  of  New  Jersey  was  divided  into  West  Jersey 
and  East  Jersey.  In  order  to  encourage  settlers  the  proprietors  of  both 
areas  provided  in  their  "Concessions  and  Agreements"  for  freedom  of  con- 
science, In  1674  Quakers,  among  whom  was  William  Penn,  bought  West  Jersey, 
and  in  I68O  Quakers,  again  including  Penn,  bought  East  Jersey,  The  policy 
of  freedom  of  conscience  was  continued  under  these  new  owners. 

When,  in  I68I , Charles  II  granted  him  the  vast  area  of  Pennsylvania, 
Penn  guaranteed  all  Christians  religious  freedom  and  conducted  an  inter- 
rational  publicity  campaign  to  attract  settlers  to  his  "Holy  Experiment." 
Settlers  flocked  into  the  colony  from  Wsles,  England,  Germany  and  else- 
where, The  Scotch-Irish  came  in  numbers  as  did  Huguenots  from  France. 

The  tradition  of  religious  freedom  in  these  areas  encouraged  people  of 
diverse  religious  points  of  view  and  different  nationalities  to  move  into 
the  region  throughout  the  coloni.al  period.  For  the  most  part  these  people 
tendfed  to  intermingle  freely  so  that  Pennsylvania  became  America's  first 
"melting  pot." 

During  their  sojourn  in  Scotland  and  North  Ireland  the  Gastons  had 
associated  themselves  with  the  Galvinistic  Presbyterians  and  were  no 
longer  truly  Huguenots.  They  remained  French  only  in  name  and  with  the 
awareness  that  France  had  been  the  home  of  their  grandfather.  In  America, 
however,  because  of  their  French  descent  they  were  sometimes  lumped  with 
people  directly  from  France  who  were  Huguenots.  We  have  had  an  example 
of  this  above. 

A greater  number  of  Huguenots  migrated  to  Pennsylvania  than  to  any 
other  colony,  even  South  Carolina,  but  unlike  in  some  other  p’i'i.ces, 
especially  South  Carolina,  they  did  not  tend  to  form  separate  cd^imunities 
as  did  some  of  the  German  settlers.  William  Penn  was  sympathetic  to  the 
Huguenots.  He  had  learned  to  appreciate  them  when  as  a young  man  he  had 
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studied  in  France  under  Moses  Amyrault,  a celebrated  Kus-uenot  Theologian. 


101  (l-l).  Hugh  Gaston  was  the  first  American  Gaston  of  the  Oscar  Lald- 
well  Gaston,  Sr,,  line.  He  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  North  Ireland, 
(1687)  and  came  to  America  in  (ca.)  1720.  He  died  (1772),  presumedly, 
in  Somerset  county,  New  Jersey,  where  he  had  settled  on  arriving  in 
America.  His  wife's  name  was  Jennet.  They  had  four  sons: 

-102  (1-2).  John  G aston  who  seems  to  have  eventually  moved  to 
Pennsylvania, 

-IO3  (2-2),  James  Gaston  who  continued  to  live  in  New  Jersey. 

* 104  (3-2).  Joseph  Gaston  (b.  ca,  1725“  d.  1775)  • 

^ -IO5  (4-2).  William  Gaston  who  moved  to  Pennsylvania. 

^'=“104  (3-2).  Joseph  Gaston  (b.  ca.  1725-d.,  1775)  son  of  Hugh  Gaston  (I687- 
1772)  married  Isabel  Simanton.  Prior  to  17.54  he  had  owned  a farm  in 
Eedminster  Township,  Somerset  county.  New  Jersey.  He  moved  in  I765  to 
Mount  Bethel  Township,  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died 
in  October,  1775*  He  had  served  as  King's  Justice  from  I766  to  1775» 
This  was  a very  important  colonial  office.  Joseph's  wife  died  sometime 
after  1775-  There  were  five  children: 

106  (1-3).  Hugh  Gaston  (d.  1839). 

-107  (2-3).  James  Gaston  who  at  sometime  moved  from  Northampton 
county  to  Smith  Township,  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 

“IO8  (3“3).  John  Gaston. 

“109  (^“3).  Alexander  Gaston  (b.  1769“d.  I825).  He  moved  from 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Morristown,  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  in  I8II.  He  married  Rachel  Perry  (b.  1773“d.  1833)  who  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  woman  physician  in  regular  practice  'in 
the  United  Stales. 

"110  (5“3).  Elizabeth  Gaston. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a number  of  the  children  of  Hugh  Gaston 
started  moving  from  New  Jersey  into  Pennsylvania  and  that  the  children 
of  Joseph  Gaston  moved  from  the  eastern  part  of  that  state  into  the 
southwestern  area.  One  of  his  daughters  and  her  husband  and  t’-io  of 
their  daughters  and  their  husbands  moved  there  also.  From  the  very 
beginn-ilng  v;e  have  seen  this  tendency  for  Gastons  to  move  into  the  same 
area  if  not  all  at  one  time  at  least  within  a short  time.  This  had 
been  true  in  the  move  from  Scotland  to  North  Ireland  and  from  there  to 
America.  This  was  not  only  true  of  the  Gastons  but  with  many  other 
families  at  the  time. 

A glance  at  the  map  of  Pennsylvania  will  show  that  in  colonial 
times  Westmoreland  county  occupied  a large  part  of  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  colony.  Even  before  the  Revolution  had  been  won  this 
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The  Creation  of  Pennsylvania  Counties.  Nearly  two  hundred  years  elapsed  be- 
tween the  formation  of  the  State’s  first  three  counties  and  the  creation  of  its 
last  county. 
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•county  was  being  broken  up  into  smaller  ones.  One  of  these  counties, 
Washington  county,  is  of  particular  interest  not  only  because  Gastons 
lived  there  but  because  of  its  history. 

Washington  county,  formed  from  Westmoreland  in  I78I , is  located 
in  what  is  called  the  "Monongahela  country”  after  the  river  by  that 
name  which  flows  through  the  area.  In  the  1730'3  and  1790's  the  area 
was  still  t^rnically  frontier,  Indians  still  constituted  a threat,  many 
of  the  men  wore  buckskins,  and  houses  were  characteristicly  the  rough 
log  cabin.  Even  in  the  principal  town  in  the  area,  Pittsburglj,  with-a 
population  of  a little  more  than  one  thousand  as  early  as  1758»  there 
were  one  hundred  and  fifty  log  houses  and  only  fifty  others  of  brick 
or  frame. 

Most  of  the  settlers  were  poor,  some  so  poor  they  were  unable  to 

furnish  themselves  with  a firearm,  a possession  regarded  as  a necessity 

both  for  protection  and  for  supplementing  a meager  diet  through  the  hunt. 
Only  a few  of  the  inhabitants  fell  into  a class  which  passed  locally  as 
"planters," 

Due  to  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  transporting  the  products  of 
the  area  to  the  Eastern  market,  much  of  the  grain  crop,  particularly  rye, 
was  turned  into  whiskey.  The  quality  of  "Monongahela  rye"  created  a 
demand  for  the  product  which  made  it  bring  ^wice  as  much  in  badly  needed 
cash  on  the  Eastern  market  as  it  was  worth  locally.  For  this  reason  the 
distillation  of  whiskey  on  the  farms  in  this  area  may  have  been  more 
important  to  the  local  economy  than  was  true  elsewhere  in  the  United  States. 
In  1787  Washington  county  had  228  licensed  stills,  in  I788  there  were 

280,  in  1790,  262,  and  in  1791  there  were  272  of  them. 

In  1791  Congress  passed  a tax  on  this  important  commodity  which 
severly  hurt  the  small  producer.  The  tax,  passed  at  the  insistence  of 
Alexander  Hamilton  who  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  have  been 
placed  as  much  to  impress  the  "democratic"  frontie7~smen  with  the  power 
of  the  general  government  by  taking  money  out  of  their  pockets  as  to 
produce  revenue,  Washington  county  became  the  center  of  discontent  and 
violent  resistance  to  the  payment  of  the  tax  which  the  inhabitants  re- 
garded as  unjust  and  confiscatory.  Government  agents  sent  to  collect 
the  tax  were  fired  upon,  and  more  than  one  received  a coat  of  tar  and 
feathers. 

In  179^  the  resistance  came  to  a head  with  armed  riots,  arson,  and 
murder.  The  revolt  against  the  whiskey  tax  is  known  in  our  history  as 
the  Whiskey  Rebellion.  President  Washington  was  persuaded  to  send  a 
force  of  approximately  l2000  militiamen  into  the  area  from  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania 'and  neighboring  states.  The  natives  of  the  Monmgahela  country 
contemptuously  referred  to  these  troops  as  the  "Watermelon  Army,"  prob- 
ably because  many  of  them  came  from  New  Jersey.  Sending  so  large  a force 
was  designed  to  overavje  the  tax-resisters,  and  was  so  successful  that  no 
furthur  blood  was  shed. 

Durin/r  this  period  of  defiance  to  the  federal  law,  Hugh  Henry  Bracken- 
ridge , a-;  Pittsburgh  lawyer  and  leaning  Federalist,  risk  his  fortune  and  even 
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■'  his  life  in  attempting  to  persuade  his  fellow  West-Pennslyvani ans  to 

avoid  excesses  in  their  resistance.  To  illustrate  the  apparent  inability 
of  the  less  knowledgeable  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  understand  the  serious- 
' ness  of  their  position,  he  reports  a conversation  with  one  of  his  clients, 
John  Gaston. 

• Gaston  had  a case  due  to  appear  before  a state  court.  V/hen  he  asked 
Brackenridge  when  the  case  would  cone  up  the  lawyer  informed  him  that  it 

• would  never  happen  under  the  existing  circumstances.'  . He  went  on  to 
explain  that  because  of  the  disorders  involved  in  the  resistance  to  the 
tcLX  that,  "...the  government  had  gone  to  the  devil;  the  courts  are  over- 
thrown; all  law  was  at  an  end;  there  can  be  no  justice  now.  The  strong 
hand  must  manage  all  things.  Is  this  M'Clure  a stout  fellow?  Has  he 
many  sons?  Cannot  you  and  your  sons  beat  him?"  To  Gaston's  reply,  "Ah, 
that  will  not  do,"  the  lawyer  went  on  to  explain,  "That  may  be,  but  there 
is  no  help  for  it;  that  is  all  that  can  be  done  now;  at  least  until  some 
other  government,  and  other  courts  of  law  are  set  up."  Whr n Gaston  re- 
fused to  take  him  seriously  Brackenridge  gave  up  any  further  attempts  to 
show  his  client  what  he  believe  to  be  the  case  — that  the  state  and  the 
general  governments  were  interdependent  and  that  one  could  not  exist  with- 
out the  other.  (Baldwin). 

The  Ohio  Period 


It  has  been  mentioned  that  there  was  a tendency  for  families  at  this 
time  to  move  together  into  an  area.  Another  characteristic  of  early  Amer- 
ican migration  was  for  the  individual  and  family  to  move  west  on  a parallel 
line.  It  is  not  surprising  then  to  find  Gastons  making  the  short  move 
from  western  Pennsylvania  into  the  new  state  of  Ohio  during  the  first  two 
decades  after  l800.  By  the  time  of  the  census  of  1820  Gastons  were  plenti- 
ful in  Ohio  and  were  scattered  throughout  the  state.  That  census  records 
twenty-three  heads  of  families  by  that  name'.  The  census  of  I83O  listed 
thirty-six  such  families  in  the  state,  and  by  I85O  there  were  more  than 
sixty  Gaston  families  there.  Sometimes,  as  is  not  unusual,  the  name  was 
slightly  misspelled.  In  some  cases  an  a,  e,  or  i was  substituted  for  the 
0.  That  the  pronunciation  of  the  French  name  had  become  completely  Amer- 
icanized probably  accounts  for  this  misspellingjf.  A glance  into  one  of 
the  telephone  directories  o'^'  one  of  the  cities  of  eastern  Ohio  in  the  1970' s 
will  demonstrate  that  the  name  Gaston  is  at  least  as  commion  in  that  part 
of  the  state  at  this  time  as  is  Smith  or  Jones  if  not  even  more  so. 

In  keeping  with  the  precedent  established  by  early  forebears,  the 
Ohio  Gastons  stuck  to  a few  traditional  given  names.  In  the  census  of 
1820  there  were  among  the  heads  of  families  two  named  Thomas,  three  named 
John,  two  named  Alexander,  two  named  Hugh,  four  named  Joseph,  two  named 
James,  and  three  by  the  name  of  William.  The  pattern  did  not  change  much 
in  the  I83O  census.  There  was  more  deviation  from  the  pattern  by  l840 
and  even  more  among  the  sixty  plus  family  heads  listed  in  I83O.  There 
was  always  a predominance  of  the  traditional  names,  however.  In  every 
census  mentioned  here  some  of  the  Gaston  families  were  headed  by  women. 

As  we  have  seen,  Alexander  Gaston  (I769-I825)  of  Westmoreland  county, 
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(Pennsylvania ) 


Pennsylvania,  moved  to  Morristown,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  in  l8ll.  His 
brother,  Hugh  Gaston,  a great-groat-grandson  of  Jean  Gaston  (h.  16Q0), 
settled  later  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  The  Gastons  of  this  Ohio  county 
are  the  center  of  our  interest.  The  geographic  bounds  can  be  narrowed 
even  furthur  to  the  two  townships  of  Middleton  and  St.  Clair.  Middleton 
township  is  on  the  extreme  eastern  border  of  Ohio  next  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  and  St.  Clair  township  is  immediately  to  the  south  of  MitJdleton. 

The  census  of  I85O  listed  six  Gaston  families  living  in  Columbiana 
county.  Two  of  these  families  are  placed  in  St.  Clair  township,  three 
in  Middleton  township,  and  one,  that  of  a James  Gaston,  in  Center  tovm- 
ship.  A James  Gaston  and  wife,  Jane,  with  their  four  children;  Hugh  Gas- 
ton and  w’fe,  also  Jane,  and  three  children;  and  Will 'am  Gaston  and  wife, 
Elizabeth,  with  seven  children  at  home,  all  lived  in  M'ddleton  township. 
(See  appendix  A.) 

Columbiana  county  furnishes  nothing  for  our  history  so  exciting  as 
the  Whiskey  Rebellion,  but  it  too  was  very  much  a frontier  area  at  the 
time  the  Gastons  first  moved  there.  It  had  received  its  first  settlers 
from  Pennsylvania  in  1797.  Shortly  after  the  first  settlers  arrived  a 
drunken  Indian  chief  called  White-eyes,  probably  a Wyandot,  attacked  a 
seventeen  year  old  settler  with  his  tomahawk.  Unable  to  escape,  the 
young  man  shot  the  Indian.  It  was  feared  that  this  event  would  rrovoke 
hostilities,  but  some  presents,  especially  a gift  of  three-hundred  dollars 
to  his  widow,  seemed  to  the  Indians  ample  compensation  for  their  loss. 

The  county  is  noteworthy  as  having  been  the  home  of  Clement  Laird  Val- 
landigham,  the  most  prominent  of  the  "Copperheads''  of  the  Civil  War  period 
and  the  commander  of  the  secret  society,  "Sons  of  Liberty,"  He  was  of 
French  Huguenot  and  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  county  is  also  remembered 
as  the  place  where  the  fameus  Confederate  raider.  General  John  H,  Morgan, 
was  forced  to  su-i-render  to  Union  forces  after  an  eventful  raid  through 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  the  western  part  of  Ohio.  Many  of  the  first  settl- 
ers were  German  and  Scotch-Irish,  and  there  was  a sprinkling  of  persons 
said  to  have  been  of  French  origin.  The  census  of  I88O  listed  fourty-four 
such  families.  Just  prior  to  the  Civil  War  the  county  was  the  greatest 
wool  producing  county  in  Ohio  and  was  exceeded  by  only  three  or  four  other 
counties  in  this  product  in  the  rest  of  the  Union.  This  fact  helps  to 
explain  the  presence  of  one  of  our  ancestors  in  this  place.  This  was 
Alexander  Moore,  a wool  grader  by  trade, 

1'0)6  (I-3).  Hugh  Gaston  ("or"),  son  of  Joseph  Gaston  ( 1725”? ~1 775) » moved 
with  his  wife, Grace,  and  the  rest  of  his  family  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  This  move  probably  took  place  in.  I8I8  or  shortly 
before.  He  purchased  section  32  of  Middleton  township  (Range  1,  Twp.  7, 
Section  32)  from  a Samuel  Davis  in  I8I8.  Hugh  Gaston  died  sometime  during 
the  last  days  of?December,  Q. 83^"^,  He  is  said  to  have  been  buried  at  the 
"Calcutta  Brick  Church"  near  the  city  of  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  He  left 
an  estate  valued  at  $1  ,l6l  .10-|-.  One  of  the  two  administrators  of  the 
estate  was  his  older  son,  James  William  Gaston.  There  were  two  sons: 


-nil 

-ni2 


(1-4). 

(2^). 


James  William  Gaston  (b.  1793“'i.  1873). 
Hugh  Gaston,  Jr.  (b,  l804-d.  1854). 


9. 


Tj*r 


mmmm^ 

■'  m^mmanmv4 

r '■ 


'iim 


-«a 


!^i< 


. . :'«f 


■m 


m 


■■■^.  ^^-A;^^T7r,rr■■-.:,- 
..  .„,„  ,;  1^, 


3. 


F.<.7,?^t'->  i,  ..->  uy. 


l:'M 


>■'':  --"'S 


■:^o|0dff^ 


f'c.''-' 


P'  Mi 


MA 


Mi 


U 


i'iXJ 


\ 


The  Location  of  Middleton  and  St,  Clair 
Townships  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 


Ill  (l-4),  James  William  Caster,  (bo  1793~d*  IS73)  was  the  son  of  Hugh 
Gaston  ("Sr.")  (d.  1839)»  and  the  grandfather  of  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston, 

Sr,  James  William  was  born  5n  Pennsylvania  during  the  height  of  the 
Whiskey  Rebellion.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Kilgore  Gaston,  was  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  (1799).  James  William  apparently  moved  to  Ohio  along  with 
his  father.  He  and  Elizabeth  Kilgore  were  married  in  Columbiana  county 
in  the  same  y?"ar,  I8I8,  that  Hugh  Gaston,  Sr.,  bought  section  32  in  Middle- 
ton  township.  The  record  of  their  marriage  reads:  "Columbiana  County  on 
the  8th  day  of  October  I8I8  the  marriage  contract  was • solembized  between 
James  Gaston  and  Elizabeth  Kilgore  (by)  Clement  Vallandigham.  Attest: 

H,  Potter,  Clerk."  It  is  of  interest  to  notice  that  Clement  Vallandig- 
ham, an  Old  School  Presbyterian  clergyman,  was  the  father  of  the  well 
known  Clement  Laird  Vallandigham,  The  senior  Vallandigham  had  moved  to 
New  Lisbon  (now  known  as  only  Lisbon),  the  county  seat  of  Columbiana 
county,  in  1807;  He  died  there  in  I839. 

The  census  of  I85O  gives  James  Gaston's  occupation  as"farmer."  This 
was  accurate  only  in  part,  since  in  1849  he  had  acquired  a grist  mill 
from  Samuel  Conkle  who  had  builted  the  mill  in  I83O,  (See  Appendix  B.  ) 

The  following  description  of  the  mill  has  been  given.  "The  mill  was 
operated  by  water  power.,,.  Corn,  oats,  and  wheat  chops,  corn  meal  and 
buckwheat  flour  were  made,  grinding  being  done  by  mill  stones.  Ice  was 
stored  in  the  basement  for  summer  use.  Grain  was  dumped  on  the  second 
floor,  ground  on  the  first  floor,  then  elevated  to  the  third  floor  for 
screening.  Payment  for  grinding  was  one-eighth  of  each  bushel  of  grain. 
This  would  be  sold  or  fed  to  livestock  by  the  operator,"  James  Gaston 
continued  to  own  the  mill  until  l857i  a-t  which  time  he  sold  it  to  his  son, 
Philander,  James  Gaston  died,  probably  in  late  June,  I872.  The  notice 
of  appointment  of  executors  of  his  estate,  sen  Philander  and  Richard  Lyon, 
was  dated  July  1,  I872, 

The  census  of  I85O  gave  the  value  of  James  Gaston's  property  as 
five-thousand  dollars.  If  this  was  accurate  he  had  prospered  in  the 
years  between  then  and  his  death.  The  "First  and  Final  account"  of  the 
executors  of  his  estate,  dated  August  15th,  1873*  listed' the  value  of  his 
estate  as  having  been  $11,388,03.  Moreover  during  his  life  he  had  ad- 
vanced more  than  five -thousand  dollars  to  his  sons  and  to  his  daughters 
and  their  husbands. 

James  and  Elizabeth  Gaston  had  ten  children.  Eight  of  them  were 
living  at  home  at  the  time  of  the  census  of  I85O.  At  that  time  a miller 

by  the  name  of  James  Anderson  was  living  with  the  family.  In  the  follow- 

ing list  of  the  children  of  James  and  El'zabeth  Gaston  the  first  two 
named  were  not  at  home  in  I85O,  It  is  assumed  that  these  daughters  were 
married  and  living  elsewhere.  For  these  two  the  correct  sequence  and 

dates  of  their  births  are  not  known.  As  a matter  of  interest  the  dis- 

tribution of  the  father^  estate  among  his  daughters  is  given.  It  seems 
that  no  son  received  anything  from  the  estate. 

-113  (l"5).  Elizabeth  Gaston  md.  Joe  Lyon  (or  Lyons).  She  receiv- 
ed the  sum  of  $880.28  from  her  father's  estate. 

“114  (2-5).  Narcissus  Gaston  md.  Elmer  Brockway.  She  received  pay- 
ments of  $800  and  $1880.28  from  the  estate. 

“ii5  (3“5).  William  Kilgore  Gaston  (b.  1821  in  O‘''o)  gave  his  occu- 
pation in  1850  as  "student  at  law.'*  Md.  January  7, '1857,  Martha  J. 
Graham. 
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*ll6  (4-3).  Hugh  F.  Gaston  (b.  August  l6,  1822)  md . (March  11, 

1852)  Elizabeth  Stokes. 

-II7  (5“5).  Mary  Gaston  (b.  I823)  nd.  James  E.  Gaston.  This  James 
E.  Gaston  ira,s  made  the  guardian  of  his  wife,  Mary,  who  was  said  to 
have  been  a minor,  during  the  month  of  May,  1846.  She  may  have  come 
into  an  inheritance  at  the  time.  After  her  father's  death  she 
received  payments  of  $600  and  $1880,28  from  his  estate, 

-II8  (6-3).  Philander  Gaston  (b.  1828)  md . Lucretta  Conkle  and 
later  (November  I7,  1839)  Charity  Moore.  He  purchased  the  grist 
mill  owned  by  his  father  and  was  it's  owner  from  I839  to  I87I  and 
again  from  1879  to  1886.  At  the  time  of  his  father's  death  his 
notes  for  $6,404.47  made  up  a substantial  part  of  James  William's 
estate.  It  is  assumed  that  Lucretta  Con  kle.  Philander' s first 
wife,  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Conkle,  the  original  owner  of  the 
mill.  The  mill,  now  known  as  Gaston's  Mill,  was  operated  until  about 
the  time  of  World  War  I after  which  it  fell  into  decay.  In  I963 
interested  organizations  took  over  the  task  of  restoring  the  Mill 
to  its  original  condition.  The  restoration  was  completed  in  1973* 

The  mill  has  ■-ecome  the  steller  attraction  in  the  Seaver  Creek  Stats 
Park,  located  just  north  of  the  city  of  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  On 
April  9»  1877»  Philander  posted  a bond  of  $400  when  he  w s appointed 
- guardian  of  William  Kilgore  Gaston  (Jr.?),  ave  nine,  believed  to  have 
been  the  son  of  an  older  brother  (II3  , • of  Philander.  The  child 

had  inherited  the  sum  of  $200  from  the  estate  of  "William  Kilgore, 
deceased."  Philander  lived  until  sometime  after  V/orld  War  I. 

. _119  (7-3).  Nancy  Gaston  (b.  I830)  m.d.  Walter  Shotwell.  Nancy  received 
$880.28  from  her  father's  estate, 

-120  (8-3).  Oliver  Gaston  (b,  I832)  gave  "farmer"  as  his  occupation 
in  1830. 

421  (9-3) 0 Eleanor  Jane  Gaston  (b.  1834)  md . John  Geeting.  Eleanor 
Jane  inherited  the  sum  of  $1,380.28  from  her  father. 

4^122  (10-3).  John  Gaston  (b.  1836-d.  1862)  was  the  father  of  Oscar 
Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr. 

112  (2-4),  Hugh  Gaston,  Jr,,  younger  brother  of  James  William  Gaston,  was 
born  (l804)  in  Pennyslvania  and  died  (1834)  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio. 

In  the  census  of  I83O  his  occupation  was  given  as  farmer,  and  his  property 
was  valued  at  $4,000,  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Jane  Mason  Alexander, 

They  had  five:  children,  all  born  on  Ohio,  These  were: 

Hamilton  Gaston  (b.  I823);  Mary  Gaston  (b.  1834);  James  Gaston  (b. 
1836);  Elizabeth  Gaston;  and  Martha  Gaston.  Hamilton  Gaston  md.  Jane 
Davidson,  and  they  had  three  children.  These  were (Calvin,  William, 
and  Mary .3  The  second  child,  William,  md.  Ella  Wilson.  They  had  two 
children;  Bessie  (b,.  i860)  who  md.  William  Parson,  and  a son,  Emmit 
Gaston.  Hugh's  daughter,  Mary,  md,  John  Nare.  Elizabeth  Gaston  md. 
Lewilyn  Armstrong,  and  daughter  Martha  md.  George  Moore, 

116  (4-3).  Hugh  F,  Gaston  moved  with  his  family  to  Tama  county,.  ItjClP.,  in  — 
1834.  He  and  his  wife,  Elisabeth  had  nine  children;  (The  following  is 
not  necessaiirly  in  the  order  of  their  birth.)  Etta;  James:  Aseles;  Ella; 
John;  Willie;  Wallace;  Denver;  and  Nallie. 
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There  is  a possibility  that  Janes  ar.d  Hugh  had  another  brother,  Joseph, 
who  married  Betsy  Conkle. 

122  (10-5)*  John  Gaston  (b.  1836-d.  July  22,  18^2)  was  born  near  Gaston's 
Fill,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  He  was  the  father  of  Oscar  Cald-well  Gaston, 
Sr.  On  October  1,  I857,  John  married  Sarah  Jane  Mcore  (b.  Clarkson,  Ohio, 
March  2^,  l839-<i.  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska,  July  3i  1933)*  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Moore  (b.  July  3I f l8l4-d,  August  19,  I883)  and  Jane 
Quinn  Moore  (b.  May  24,  I8I5).  (see  appendix  C.  for  the  Moore  and  Quinn 
families.)  Woolgrader  by  trade.  Moore  moved  to  Fairfield,  Illinois,  in 
IB62.  Four  of  his  sons  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

At  sometime  prior  to  I86I,  John  Gaston,  now  a young  lai-ryer,  went  to  the 
home  of  his  brother,  Hugh,  in  Tama  county,  Iowa.  It  seems  that  his  wife 
and  infant  son,  Oscar,  remained  in  Ohio.  On  October  9,  I86I,  ho  enlisted 
as  a private  in  the  Union  Army  for  a term  of  three  yea.rs.  He  was  muster- 
ed into  the  service  on  November  2,  I86I , at  Davenport,  Iowa,  by  a Captain 
Chambers.  He  was  described  as  twenty-five  years  of  age,  five  feet  nine 
and  a half  inches  tall,  of  dark  complexion,  black  hair,  and  grey  eyes. 

(T'-e  physical  description,  as  far  as  it  went,  would  have  almost  exactly 
fitted  John's  grandson,  Edward  A.  Gaston,  Sr.)  He  was  "appointed"  to  the 
2nd,  Corp,  Company  G,  l4th  Regiment  Iowa  Infantrj'-  on  March  1,  1862.  On 
that  same  day  he  was  promoted  to  rank  of  corporal.  The  company  muster 
roll  for  Hay  and  June  of  1862,  reports  him  as  having  been  sick  in  a 
hospital  at  Corinth,  Mississippi.  He  had  previously  experienced  a spell 
of  sickness  while  still  in  camp  in  Davenport.  There  he  had  been  reported 
in  the  company  muster  ro"!!  as  being  "sick  in  quarters."  His  hospital 
confinement  was  due  to  a lung  condition  which  made  him  unfit  for  army 
duty,  and  he  was  discharged  July  8,  1862  "near  or  at  Corinth,  Tishamin- 
go  county,  Mississippi."  He  died  July  22,  1862,  in  a Iowa  army  hospital 
in  Dubuque,  lovfa.  He  was  buried  in  what  was  then  the  Dubuque  City  Ceme- 
tery (since  1875*  the  Linwood  Cemetery)  in  a plot  set  aside  for  the  army. 
His  grave  is  reported  to  be  grave  one,  section  two,  in  plot  forty-three. 
There  was  one  child  born  to  John  and  Sarah  Jane  Moore  Gaston. 

*123  (I-6).  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr.  (b.  April  11,  I858-  d.  Decem- 
ber 25,  1946) . 

From  Ohio  to  Illinois  and  to  Indian  Territory 

123  (I-6).  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr.,  (b.  April  11,  1858-d.  December  25, 
1946)  was  born  at  Gaston's  Mill,  Ohio,  His  mother,  Sarah  Jane  Gaston 
married  (l864)  for  the  second  time  to  Aaron  S.  Yamall,  (See  appendix  C.)  ' 
Oscar  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  near  Cissna  Park,  Illinois.  When  he  was 
about  seventeen  years  old  he  started  to  learn  the  printing  trade  in  Fair- 
field,  Illinois.  Here  he  met  and  married  (July  18,  I883)  Mary  Alice 
McClung  (See  appendix  That  year  he  bought  the  Journal  at  Albion, 

Illinois,  and  published  that  paper  for  one  year.  He  then  bought  the  Louis- 
ville (ill.)  Ledger  and  published  that  paper  for  twenty -one  years.  He 
served  as  county  Treasurer  of  Clay  county.  111.,  from  I898  to  1902.  In 
these  years  his  wife,  Alice,  served  as  editor  of  the  Ledger.  He  came  to 
Indian  Territory,  now  Oklahoma,  on  a visit  in  December,  I906,  and  while 
attending  the  Constitutior.al  Convention  then  in  session,  he  met  a number 
of  business  men  from  Okemah,  Okfuskee  county,  who  invited  him  to  move 
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his  paper  to  that  place.  This  he  did  and  established  the  Ckemah  Ledger 
January  17,  190?,  only  a few  months  before  statehood.  Because  of  failing 
eyesight,  he  sold  the  Ledger  in  1924.  At  the  age  of  seventy-five  he  was 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Okenah  township  (f’arch,  1932).  He  re- 
signed this  office  during  the  summer  of  1^46  because  of  failing  health. 

He  was  presented  with  a fifty  year  membership  badge  by  the  Okemah  A.  F.& 
A.  M.  Lodge  and  was  a member  of  the  Knights  Templer.  He  was  buried  in 
the  family  lot  in  the  Highland  Cemetary  at  Okemah.  The  Gaston  home  was 
at  922  West  Birch  Street. 

p 


The  following  article  was  published  in  the  Weleetka  (Okla.) 
American  shortly  after  the  death  of  Oscar  C.  Gaston,  Sr. 

THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  CHARACTER  I EVER  KNEW, 
by  Edward  A,  Gaston,  Sr. 

The  most  remarkable  character  I ever  knew,  naturally 
was  my  father,  O.C,  Gaston,  who  died  Christmas  afternoon, 
in  a- good  old  age,  an  old  man  and  full  of  years.  During 
his  88  years,  I had  the  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with 
him  practically  all  of  the  years  of  my  life.  It  is  to  his 
memory  that  I wish  to  dedicate  this  editorial. 

Father  was  raised  on  a farm  where  hard  work  was  abundant. 
When  I was  thirteen  he  took  me  in  hand  to  instruct  me  in  the 
printing  trade  and  work,  much  against  my  inclination. 

He  was  particular  about  the  care  of  machinery  and  type. 

The  care  of  equipment  was  so  instilled  in  me  that  to  this 
day  I do  not  like  to  pass  a farm  and  see  tools  laying  out  in 
the  weather. 

In  the  '80's  and  '90 's  when  Father  owned  his  Illinois 
papers,  it  was  the  day  of  the  hand  set  country  weeklies.  It 
was  the  day  when  the  editorial  page  was  a regular  feature  of 
the  paper,  and  like  the  style  of  that  day,  many  were  firy  with 
sulphur  and  vinegar.  Some  of  the  old  timers  will  remember 
the  burning  blast  of  the  early  day  campaigns  in  Okfuskee  county 
after  he  moved  to  the  state. 

While  conservative  in  his  business  methods,  he  would  act 
when  opportunity  presented  itself.  He  moved  a printing  plant 
from  Illinois  to  Okemah,  Indian  Territory,  when  statehood  v/as 
approaching  in  a new  country  at  a middle  age. 

In  1924,  v/hen  blindness  was  threatened  due  to  eye  trouble, 
he  sold  the  newspaper.  At  75 » after  the  eye  trouble  had  been 
eliminated,  he  started  on  a new  career,  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  had  always  been  a great  reader  and  on  receiving 
his  appointment  read  extensively  in  law,  the  Bible  and  reli- 
gious books.  His  court  decisions  were  respected  by  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  county  bar,  and  teachers  in  the  Sunday  School 
would  come  to  him  to  discuss  questions  that  had  arisen  during 
the  Bible  class  hour. 

As  a newspaper  man,  he  was  a progressive  builder,  im- 
proving his  newspaper  plant  from  a small  hand  set  one  to  one 
of  the  better  v;eeklies  of  the  state  v/ith  excellent  equipment 
in  its  own  building. 

He  had  a personal  interest  in  his  employees.  A former 
reporter  wrote  at  his  death,  "Just  v/anted  to  let  you  knov/ 
how  much  I revere  the  memory  of  Mr.  Gaston,  He  was  a good 
friend  to  me  when  I was  a little  girl  v/ho  needed  friendship 
and  encouragement  — I feel  a personal  loss  in  his  'going 
away . ' " , 

V/hile  a strong  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  his  ov/n  church, 
he  was  not  biased  against  other  denominations,  A former  pas- 
tor of  a Methodist  church  writes,  "He  was  always  a good  friend 
and  I enjoyed  a visit  with  him  in  19^3.  He  was  going  strong 
at  his  age  and  v/as  busy  and  contented  in  his  work.  His  has 
been  a long  and  useful  life  and  his  reward  will  be  abundant 
both  in  the  appreciation  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived  and 
from  Him  that  doeth  all  things  well," 

One  of  his  warm  friends  and  frequent  visitors  in  Illinois 
v/as  a Catholic  priest  from  a rural  parish.  In  a race  for  county 
office  the  priest  proved  a valuable  friend, 

A fellow  editor  v/rites:  "You  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  your  father's  record,  both  as  a publisher  and  as  a 
citizen.  He  enjoyed  the  wholesome  respect  of  all  who  knew  him, 

I knew  that  he  was  v/ell  prepared  to  meet  his  maker," 

In  an  article  relative  to  Father  the  Clay  County  (Illinois) 
Democrat  said:  "This  was  the  famous  Louisville  Ledger  which 
until  he  took  it  to  the  new  state,  was  one  of  the  best  county 
papers  published  in  Illinois," 

As  the  early  day  v/eekly  newspapers  had  a political  bent, 
the  editor  was  usually  active  in  politics,  and  one  of  Father's 
activities  was  his  interest  in  politics.  He  held  offices  in 
the  county  organization,  the  legislatinre  and  congressional  dis- 
tricts back  in  the  day  of  the  conventions.  However,  he  only 
sought  office  once  in  Illinois  and  was  elected  county  treas'orer 
on  the  democratic  ticket  in  a county  that  v/as  slightly  repub- 
lican. 

In  our  home  county  in  Illinois,  the  leaders  of  the  repu- 
blican county  organization  were  all  large  men,  and  those  of 
the  democratic  organization  men  of  small  statue.  The  repu- 
blicans dubbed  the  democrats  the  "Spider-legs,"  The  men  of 
both  organizations  were  warm  personal  friends,  and  would  hang- 
out together  until  a short  time  before  an  election,  and  sep- 
arate to  their  respective  headquarters,  A republican  governor 
of  that  state  tendered  Father  a valuable  appointment  which, 
because  of  illness  at  the  time,  he  had  to  decline. 

Father  was  greatly  attached  to  his  home,  and  in  his  latter 
years,  although  on  a strict  diet,  would  walk  the  ten  blocks 
home  at  the  noon  hour  to  be  with  Mother  during  her  days,  al- 
though he  did  not  eat  dinner.  During  these  latter  years,  in 
stormy  weather,  friends  would  v/atch  for  him  to  start  out  and 
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would  take  him  home,  and  then  go  after  him. 

The  life  of  a father  who  can  gain  and  hold  the  friendship 
and  respect  of  neighbors  and  associates  in  whatever  community 
he  resided,  has  been  a great  inspiration  to  a son,  who  v/orked 
with  him  many  years,  an  inspiration  to  be  as  valuable  an  asset 
to  his  own  community  as  it  is  v/ithin  his  ability  to  be , 

Footnote  by  a Grandson 

Granddad  was  a most  interesting  individual.  As  he  grew 
•older  he  became  somewhat  opionated  and  not  without  some  pre- 
judices. These  extended  even  to  some  foods.  He  would  not 
touch  a biscuit,  considering  them  to  be  indigestible,  and 
would  not  knowingly  eat  anything  with  butter  in  it  or  on  it. 

At  one  time  a doctor  put  him  on  a diet  of  canned  salmon  and 
boiled  rice  in  order  to  overcome  a digestive  complaint.  The 
diet  v/orked , and  Granddad  restricted  himself  to  this  monoton- 
ous combination  for  years,  eating  only  tv/ice  a day. 

He  was  very  particular  about  his  dress,  insisting  his 
clothing  be  clean  and  well  pressed,  V/hen  he  sat  dovm  he  would 
spend  several  minutes  arranging  his  pant  legs  in  order  to  a- 
void  bagging  at  the  knees.  He  had  a special  place  v/here  he 
put  his  hat  v/hen  he  arrived  home,  and  no  one  ever  touched  it. 

He  would  no  more  have  left  the  house  without  his  hat  than  his 
trousers.  In  the  1920 *s  when  young  men  started  to  go  v/ithout 
hats,  he  was  disgusted  with  them.  On  one  occasion  he  saw'  a 
hatless  young  schoolteacher  on  the  street  and  remarked,  "No- 
thing on  it,  nothing  in  it," 

Granddad  read  widely  and  was  v/ell  informed  on  a number 
of  subjects,  especially  in  Am.erican  history  and  religion.  Like 
-many  self-educated  men,  the^usual  sometimes  overly  impressed 
him.  He  liked  to  read  abour  and  to  speculate  on  the  whereabouts 
of  the  Lost  Tribes  of  Israel,  He  more  or  less  subscribed  to 
the  idea  that  at  least  one  of  these  tribes  was  the  ancestor 
of  the  American  Indians,  He  was  in  good  company  on  this,  for 
so  had  Cotton  Mather  and  William  Penn, 

In  his  middle  age  Granddad  bought  a Dodge  sedan  which  he 
kept  in  the  barn  where  the  buggy  had  once  been.  Even  though 
he  had  been  around  machinery  most  of  his  life,  he  was  never 
able  to  develop  more  than  very  basic  driving  skills.  He  would 
back. the  car  out  of  the  barn  until  it  hit  the  fence  behind  it. 
This  not  only  stopped  the  car,  but  also  killed  the  motor.  He 
would  then  start  the  motor  again  and  lurch  the  car  into  for- 
ward motion.  The  flow  of  gas  v/as  regulated  by  a lever  under 
the  steering  w'heel , Once  established,  the  forv/ard  speed 
v/as  never  varied.  The  streets  in  Okemah  v/ere  unpaved  and  badly 
rutted  m.ost  of  the  time  v/ith  occasional  outcroppings  of  sand- 
stone, The  constant  speed  of  the  car  resulted  in  a bone  rat- 
tling and  precarious  ride.  The  only  person  brave  enough  to 
ride  with  him  on  a regular  basis  was  Grandmama, 
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Ke  waa  a strong  Baptist,  but  he  did  not  believe  the  church  should 
stand  irr  the  way  of  his  faith  in  the  Democratic  party.  During  the  A1 
Sinith-Herbert  Hoover  election  his  Baptist  minister  took  a strong  anti- 
Smith,  pro-Hoover  stand.  Granddad  started  attending  St.  Paul's  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  minister  at  that  church  was  also  a dedicat- 
ed Democrat,  ready  to  swallow' rum  and  Romanism  for  the  sake  cf  party. 
During  one  election  he  ask  me  which  of  two  local  candidates  for  office 
I intended  to  vote  for.  I replied  that  I couldn't  make  up  my  mind,  since 
I considered  both  men  to  ’’e  crooks.  Ke  replied,  "They  are  all  crooks. 

Son,  vote'^or  your  friends,"  After  a lifetime  of  observation  and  involve- 
ment, Granddad  knew  politics  and  politians. 


Granddad  had  a great  lov'e  for  birds  and  trees.  As  a result  he  dis- 
liked cats  and  boys  with  slingshots. 


There  were  six  children  bom  to  Oscar  C.  and  Mary  Alice  McGlung 
Gaston.  V/ith  the  exception  of  the  first  of  these  who  was  born  in  Albiop* 
111.,  the  rest  of  the  children  were  born  in  Louisville,  Cla.y  county,  111. 

-■*■124  (I-7),  Edward  Aaron  Gaston,  Sr.  (b.  July  1,  l884-d.  May  24, 

1954)  md.  (December  24,  1912)  Dorothea  Florence  Ballard  (b.  January 
1889).  (See  aprendix  S,  for  Ballard  and  Cox  families), 

-125  (2-7).  Roy  Beauchamp  Gaston  (b.  April  8,  1886-d.  January  25, 

1887). 

•**126  (3~7)»  Aline  Anna  Gaston  (b.  Februe.ry  9.  l890-d.  April  2,  1930) . 
md.  (December  21,  I9IO)  Harry  Sions  (b.  September  3,  l88^(--d.  November 

29,  1957). 

"*127  (4-7).  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Jr.  (b.  August  8,  1 89I -d . 

■17,  ^930)  Madge  V.  Spence  (April  14,  1917)  (ti.  1897  ■4.  December 

17,  1936  in  Phoenix,  Arizona). 

”■*■128  (5”7).  Hazel  Lillian  Gaston  (b.  February  8,  I896)  md.  (November 

30,  1917)  John  Foster  Laird  (b.  October  22,  1878-d.  May  20,  I929) . 
“■*'129  (6-7).  Frank  Shields  Gaston  (b.  December  22,  1903“d.  June  4, 

1936)  md.  (Februai^  8,  1923)  Edith  C.  Henry  of  Paden,  Okla.  ( b.  Jan- 
uary 1,  1904  in  Henryetta,  Okla.-d.  No’/ember  7,  1946,  in  Okemah, 
Ckla.)  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jam.es  P.  Henry  (b.  January  1,  I873) 
and  Carolyn  C.  Harper  Henry  (b.  December  1,  l874-d.  1957) 

124  (I-7).  Edward  Aaron  Gaston,  Sr.  (b.  July  1,  l884-d.  May  24,  1956)  vras 
bom  in  Albion,  Edwards  county,  Illinois,  where  his  father  published  the 
Journal  for  one  year.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Louisville,  Illinois,  which 
is  in  Clay  county.  This  town  is  near  the  Little  Wabash  River,  and  boyhood 
hours  spent  on  the  banks  of  this  stream  v/ere  remembered  fondly  in  later 
life.  In  his  early  teens  he  was  introduced  to  the  printer's  trade  as  a 
"devil"  in  his  father's  shop.  After  a brief  time  in  college,  he  went  to 
a business  school  to  learn  shorthand  in  order  to  qualify  as  a court  re- 
porter. He  also  read  law  for  a while  but  eventually  decided  to  follow 
in  his  father's  footsteps  and  settled  on  the  nev/spaper  business  as  his 
life's  work.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  with  his  father's  family 
to  Okemah,  Indian  Territory,  shortly  to  become  the  State  of  Oklahoma, 

In  Okemah  he  met  and  married  Dorothea  Florence  Ballard,  Like  the  rest 
of  her  family,  he  called  his  wife  "Jack".  Shortly  before  his  father  sold 
the  Okemah  Led.n-er , Edward  disassociated  himself  from  this  family  business 
and  went  into  real  estate  sales  and  promotions.  He  took  office  space  with 


16 


Edv/ard  Aaron  Gaston,  Sr. 
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Gaston,  Sooner  Editor,  H ai  Novel  ^Hobby;' 
He  Sells  Real  Estate,  0 if  arid  Gas  Leases 


TN  HIS  50  YEARS  as  a printer  and  publisher,  E!  A.  GastonE-like 
^ the  proverbial  elevator  operator — has  had  his  ups  and.cftjwns-, 
•not  only  in  the  newspaper  business  but  in  politics,-  re^  estate  and 
oil  speculation..  ■ ' * I ' ■ 

Looking  back,  the  grey-haired 
publisher  of  the  Weleetka  (Okla.)  ' s 
American  coneludes  that,  “depres- 
sions may  come  and  depressions 
may  go,  but  the'  American,  like 
Tennyson’s  brook,  goes  . on  for- 
ever.’’, ■ --n  - 

. "I  have-  known  what  It  is  to 
lose  the  shirt  off  one’s  back,” 

Gaston  Observes.  "The  depres- 
sion saw  a loss,  of  everything 
but  my  shop  at  a time  when 
I felt  prosperous  in  equalities. 

A financial  loss  is  a hard  blow, 
but  not  a disaster.  Bigger  and 
better  opportunities  come 
again.” 

Since  1920,  Gaston’s  “hobby!*  has 
been  selling  real  estate,'  oil  and  gas 
leases  and  royalties.  In  his  earlier 
years  he  was  more  interested  in 
outdoor  sports — and  politics.  Never 
I a candidate  for  office,  Gaston  was 
most  active  in.  political  affairs  pf 
hii  party  during  the  early  days  of 
statehood  for  Oklahoma,  having 
.iheld'the  offices.of  precinct  commit- 
teeman, secretary  and,  chairman  of 
the  county  organization  and"  seert 
tary  of  the  county  , election' board- 
For  the  past  20  sear»,*  he  has.beld 
a small  cdvic.  service,  poslUon'and 
has  been  watctog-PoUtlcs^tnip 
the  'sidfelines. 

"Some'  oirihe  'Jwlitical  ^ctivltieB 
of  the  earlier  day  vyere'-.'Pleaspnt, 
some  ludicrous-  eikT  sbme  of  paln^ 
ful- memory,”  Gaston  reminisced- 
“It  seems  that  the  ..days  , of -my 
youth  and  younger  manhood  Were 
those  of  campaigifs'  and:  political 
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fi.'':  public' ^prfdatet-:  ,'r 

mah  'tedgjflS , therui-They  Worked 
togethc«}4untfl,''J92d  When,  the  elder 
Gastoit'.aald  tJie- pfapCT.'’an(t . ritired 
betansdmf  Jailing  eyesights 
*;Gaaton!s:,’ educatibn'  was  Jlniited 
to  eamrnaa  'Schdbl  wdrk,.^iri  Louis- 
ylirev-.llE-  and  study-  at  Ewin^  (111 ) 
■ctille*ev'-,?.wberes{iv;lcr  .a.. week,,  he 
edited  tbei  college  j^per.i  His  nekt 
encounter ' wilbu,  tb^  -ctUtori^  side 
o£.,Baw3lia^riD^'i,wa3,'‘  of'  a~15ttle 
donger  ^durat£Qari-reporiing;iS>r^  the 
Mattoon'  tmiV^Gtizatte./ 

■ t4>ok.-  »i  month'  for’ me!  to- 


conventions.'  , . . 

Gaston  “got  hJS' , Jeet  wet’t'*’in 
printer’s  Ink  when 'his  father,  the 
late  O.  C.  Gaston,  ptft  hint  to  work 

as  a printer’s  de^  in  his  handset  ..  . . 

L6uisvme  (IH.)  .Ledger,  shop.  In  sonuf,  chagrim;;|*AJnd  r suspect 
1907,  the  Gastons  moved  their  plant 
to  Okemah,  then  the  proposed  coun- 
ty seat,  and  established  the  Oka- 

■ I ■ ■ I 11  [ j -'j-  "i-s.  iL-Bastgr 
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udence  was -a  gainful  one  for  me.’’] 

Gaston  is.  a past-president,  of.  thell 
•Oklahoma: , Press  ' association.  His' 
elevation  to' tharioffice  came  about 
in  a rather,  unusual 'manner,-'  neces- 
sitating a Constitutional  amendment 
prpviding  for  a fourth,  vice-presi- 
dent so  the  nominatina  committee 
could  put  him  in  Hne^  to  become 
president,  in -idur  years.  Thus,,  he 
was  advanced  from  year  to  year, 
hn  .honor  he-  “appreciated  rnore 
than  any  political  office. V ,, 

/'’  Aft  publisher!  of  the  Amerl-'  ‘ 

‘ can,  Gaston  emphasizes  agrl- 
• cultural ' newa  . and  de-em-  ’ 

. phasize,.  crime  - news.  He  did 
. much  towards  terracing  land 
. in  his  county  when  the  terrac- 
ing of  land  was  something  new 
for  the  state,,  •with  the  result 
' that  the  county  then  had  more,- 
miles  of  terrace  than  any  coim-  . 
ty  in  the  state. 

Once  Gaston  was  complimented 
by  an  outstanding  farmer. 

"I’ve  read  your,  agricultural  ar- 
ticles;.” the-  farmer  told  him.  “Get 
a lot  of  good  ideas  from  ’em,  even 
though  I know  you  don’t  know  a 
damn  thing  about  farmings  Where 
do  you,  gdt  ’emj”, 

Gaston  believes  the  press  is  a 
highly  potent  factor  in  forming 
community  opinion. 

.“The  public  appreciates  the  value 
of  a paper’ and  will  back  the  editor! 
when  a stand  la.  taken  .and,  a de-j 
termlned  fight  - made  for  b'etter! 
things  for  the  commimity  or  against) 
political . chicanery,”  he  said.  ,.  ) 

Gaston  is  married  to  the  formerj 
Dora  Ballard  of  Sherman,  Tex.  Tha^ 
two  have  reared  four  children  and 
a niece.  E...  A.  -Gaston  Jr.  now 
teaches  at  Georgia  Tech  in  Atlanta 
-and  is  working  lor  a doctor’s  de- 
gree in  sociology'  Dale,  . their 
youngest,  is  editor-owner,  of-  the 
Beggs  (Okla,)  Independent,' with  a 
-BJ  degree  from  the  University  of 
Missouri.  Their  daughters  are  Cor- 
nelia and.  Jean  and  the  niece  is 
Doretha. 


From  The  Publi  shern  ' Auyi  1 ia"',' , Sept.  19^9. 
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E.  A.  Gaston 

State  newsman  leaves  field 
after  half  century  of  service 

By  Carl  M.  White 

iiXXTVLL  Rogers  said,  ‘I  never  met  a man  I didn't  like.’  I can’t  say 
''  that,  but  I never  met  a man  I didn’t  try  to  like,”  E.  A.  Gaston, 
owner  and  publisher  of  the  Weleetka  American,  said  in  expressing  his 
policy  on  publisher-public  relationships. 

Mr.  Gaston  is  one  of  the  oldtimers  who  has  helped  make  the  news- 
paper profession  what  it  is  today.  He  is  one  who  believes  the  power  of 
the  press  helped  make  our  nation  great  and  will  help  keep  it  great. 

Edward  Aaron  Gaston  is  one  of  the  five  children  bom  into  the  news- 
paper family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  C.  Gaston  of  Albion,  Illinois.  E.  A. 
was  born  July  1,  1834.  He  got  his  first  newspaper  e.xperience  working 
in  his  father’s  newspaper  plant,  and  he  has  continued  in  newspaper 


work  all  his  life. 

TTE  completed  his  eighth  grade 
work  in  the  Fairfield,  Illinois, 
public  schools  and  took  one  year 
of  college  work  at  Ewing  College, 
Ewing,  Illinois. 

After  finishing  his  schooling,  E. 
A.  worked  for  a short  time  as  a 
reporter  in  Matoon,  Illinois.  Later 
he  worked  for  a short  time  on  the 
Fairfield  Sun  for  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Mclung,  who  later  published  the 
HoldenviUe  (Oklahoma)  Democrat. 

E.  A.  went  to  work  for  his  father 
as  a regular  employee  on  March 
20,  1899.  He  worked  on  the  news- 
paper as  a reporter  and  in  the 
backshop  for  the  next  seven  years. 

In  1907,  O.  C.  Gaston  moved  his 
newspaper  plant  to  Okemah  and 
established  The  Okemah  Ledger, 
E.  A.  came  to  Oklahoma  with  his 
father  and  continued  his  regular 
duties  on  the  new  paper. 

At  Okemah  E.  A.  was  graduated 
to  the  front  office  as  business 
manager  for  The  Ledger.  He  re- 
calls that  at  this  time  all  type  was 
still  hand-set  for  their  newspaper, 
and  as  the  new  machinery  started 
coming  in,  including  a linotype,  he 
never  found  time  to  get  acquainted 
with  it. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  duties 
as  business  manager  for  The  Ledg- 
er, E;  A.  became  active  in  city, 
county,  and  state  politics  and  other 
activities.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  has  held  several  offices 
in  it. 

E.  A.  became  an  active  member 
of  the  Oklahoma  Press  Associa- 
tion and  was  elected  vice-president 
on  May  25,  1924,  at  Medicine  Park. 
The  president  of  the  association. 
Edgar  S.  Bronson,  editor  of  the  El 
Reno  American  died  shortly  there- 


— EditoFs  Note — 

Since  this  biography  was  written, 
Mr.  Gaston  has  sold  the  Weleetka 
American  to  C.  A.  IVIcVVilliams. 
Mr.  Gaston  has  retired  from  the 
newspaper  field  and  is  a real  es- 
tate broker. 


after  and  E.  A.  served  as  president 
during  the  1924-1925  term. 

TN  his  spare  time,  Mr.  Gaston 

taught  himself  shorthand,  which 
enabled  him  to  serve  as  deputy  to 
the  county  judge  for  one  year.  He 
took  shorthand  notes  during  the 
regular  term  of  court.  He  also  used 
the  notes  as  a news  source  for  The 
Ledger. 

E.  A.  was  married  to  Dorothy 
Florence  Ballard,  of  Sherman, 
Texas,  on  Christmas  Eve,  1912,  at 
Okemah.  To  this  union  five  child- 
ren, two  boys  and  three  girls,  were 
born. 

Beginning  in  1919  Mr.  Gaston 
started  developing  a sideline  as 
real  estate  broker  in  Okemah.  He 
bought  and  sold  oil  leases,  royal- 
ties, and  city  and  farm  property,  a 
sideline  which  he  is  stiU  active  in. 

E.  A.  Continued  his  job  as  busi- 
ness manager  on  The  Ledger  until 
his  father  sold  the  paper  in  1926. 

A few  months  later,  E.  A.  bought 
the  Weleetka  .American  from 
Will  L.  Jackson.  He  took  charge 
of  the  paper  the  first  week  in  .Sep- 
tember, 1926,  and  has  served  as 
editor  and  publisher  up  until 
March,  1951. 

Mr.  Gaston  has  also  been  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Dustin  .Amer- 
ican and  the  Hanna  American,  but 
at  present  he  owns  only  the  We- 
leetka paper. 

When  he  first  came  to  Weleetka, 


— About  the  Author — 

This  is  another  in  a series  of 
biographies  written  under  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  John  R.  Whitaker, 
OU  professor  of  journalism.  Mr. 
White  completed  his  biography  of 
Mr.  Gaston  in  the  spring  of  1951. 


Mr.  Gaston  became  a member  of 
the  Weleetka  Lions  Club  and  serv- 
ed for  a time  as  chairman  of  the 
city  improvement  committee.  In 
addition  to  his  other  duties,  he 
served  as  cotton  statistician  for  14 
years. 

He  also  entered  into  an  active 
program  with  the  county  farm 
agent  to  promote  better  farming, 
livestock  and  terracing. 

youngest  son.  Dale  L.  Gas- 
ton, is  the  only  one  of  his 
children  to  foUow  in  the  journal- 
istic footsteps  of  the  family.  He 
went  to  the  University  of  Okla- 
homa for  two  years  and  received 
his  BJ  in  journalism  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri.  He  is  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Okmulgee 
County  News. 

Mr.  Gaston  completed  his  50th 
year  as  printer  and  publisher  in 
1949,  and  in  1949  he  was  named 
editor  of  the  week  by  Publishers 
Auxiliary. 

Gaston’s  policy  has  been  to  offer 
good  local  and  county  news  cov- 
erage in  his  newspaper  with  an 
attempt  to  present  that  which  will 
offend  no  one.  The  country  weekly 
is  no  place  for  sensationalism,  he 
said. 

Mr.  Gaston  stated  that  at  long 
last  he  is  planning  to  sell  his  news- 
paper and  leave  the  publishing 
field.  After  he  has  rested  awhile, 
he  and  his  wife  plan  to  visit  with 
the  children  and  friends  and  con- 
centrate on  buying  and  selling 
farm  property. 

Mr.  Gaston  has  justly  deserved 
a well-earned  rest! 


Dorothea  Florence  Ballard  Gaston 


a veil  knov.Ti  lawyer,  "Red"  Pl'illlirrs , wyio  ’.vaK  to  later  beco.i.e  the  governor 
of  Oklahoma.  !!e  remained  engaged  in  the  real  entate  bomir.erG  for  only  a 
short  time  before  nurcy'.asing  the  '.-.'nleetka  Anori  oe.n , a rarer  in  the  same 
county,  Okfuskee,  ss  the  town  of  C’^omah.  While  editor' of  this  paper  he 
served  as  president  cf  the  Oklahoma  Press  Asscoiatior  and  vrote^many 
award  winning  editorials.  As  v;as  wi'*-'^  nest  small  businessmen,  the  editor 
of  the  Ameri  nan,  experienced  rcuirh  slxoddinr  during  the  Great  Dcoression. 
yjevertheless  he  managed  to  eke  cut  a living  and  launched  three  of  his 
childern  on  college  careers.  S-:ortly  after  V/orld  V/ar  IT  the  American  was 
sold.  Now  the  former  editor  devoted  full  time  to  the  real  estate  business. 
He  once  complained  that  he  had  made  more  money  the  year  after  he  "retired" 
than  he  had  made  the  last  year  he  had  been  in  business.  Raised  a Baptist, 
as  an  adult  he  joined  St.  Paul's  liethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
Ckemah.  He  served  here  for  some  years  as  Sunday  School  Superi ntendent 
and  sometimes  as  teacher.  After  moving  tn  Iveleetka  he  continued  his  close 
ties  with  the  Church  ant  served  on  the  Board  cf  Stewards  for  many  years 
in  the  V/eleetka  i'ethedist  Church.  Possessing  a calm  and  easy  ivoing  dis- 
position, he  was  rai'ely  p.  -turbed  or  irritated  and  was  never  hurried. 

Ha  is  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the  Highland  Cemotary  at  Okemah,  Okla- 
homa, 

Edward,  /v  s-nd  Dorothea  F,  Ballard  Gaston  had  five  children. 

--I30  (1-3).  Edv/ard  Aaron  Gaston,  Jr,  (b.  January  4,  191^0  ^'4. 

September  6,  1949)  Elizabeth  Hudson  Rape  (b.  November  8,  1999). 

No  issue.  E.  A.  ("Butch"  cr'Ekie")  gra.duated  with  a Certificate 
from  Connor's  State  Agriculture  College  (V.'arnar,  Okla.);  3. A. 

(may  27,  193?)  Dast  Central  State  Colle.ce  (Ado.,  Okla,);  F.S.  in 
Sociology  and  Psvchology,  (August  2,  194o)  Oklahoma  A.  1 i'..  College 
(Now  Oklahoma  State  University,  Gt'll'water,  Okla,);  One  year  post- 
graduate work  in  Sociolory  and  teaching  at  the  University  cf  I.'ebr 
raska  (1940— 4l)  (Lincoln,  Neb.);  ?h.  B.  in  k'istory,  (June  7,  195?) 
Emory  University  (Atlanta,  Ga,);  taught  two  years  (1937“39)  in  the 
Ueleetka , Olcla.,  Public  School;  enploved  a year  and  half  as  an 
Investi.'ator , U.  G.  Civil  Ser-'ice  Commission;  served  (l9^'2-^+3)  with 
the  33lst.  Bomb  Group  (H),  8'h  Air  Force,  S/Sgh,  S-2  ( t' onty -seven 
months  in  the  European  Theater);  taught  (March  1,  i946-June  30,  197?) 
in  the  Social  Sciences  Department,  Geo’'gia  Institute  of  Technology 
(Atlanta,  Ca.);  designated  Professor  Emeritus  of  Social  Sciences, 

June  30.  1977.  Past  member  of  Ckla.hona  Academy  of  Science;  Pi  Gamma 
Mu;  and  Alpha  Nappa  Delta.  Before  her  retirement  his  wife,  Eli r both 
("Tuffy"),  was  an  Administrative  Officer  with  the  US  Civil  Service 
Gemmissioa,  Fifth  Re.gion,  Altanta,  Ca. 

-131  (2-8).  Cornelia  Alice  Gaston  ("Connie")  (b.  May  2,  I9I5) 

(April  18,  1946)  Clyde  Joseph  Landreneau , D.D.S,  (b.  December  21, 
1919).  No  issue,  Cornelia  attended  Oklahoma  College  for  Women 
(Chickasa,  Okla.)  for  one  year  end  graduated  , D.A,,  from  East  Central 
College  (Ada,  Okla.)  She  taught  for  tv;o  y.-ars  in  the  Pawh.usk?,  (Okla.) 
High  School  tefore  going  to  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  where  she  was  employed 
by  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  Here  she  met  her  husband  to  be.  After  Vlorld 
War  II  the  Landreneaus  moved  to  '^'■Iphur,  Louisip.ra , whore  Clyde 
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established  his  practice.  She  is  well  known  locally  as  an  artist. 

No  issue. 

->^132  (3”9)»  Martha  Jean  Gaston  (b.  February  23,  191?)  md.  (December 
25.  1938)  John  Bower  Shake ly,  II  (b.  June  I5,  1912).  Two  children. 

-*13^  (4-8).  Dale  Leon  Gaston  (b.  December  19.  1920)  md.  (May  9, 

1943)  Minnie  Jo  Gregory  (b.  July  8,  I923,  V/etumka,  Ckla.)  (See 
Appendix  F.) 

"I35  (5“8).  Doris  Leone  Gaston  (Dale's  twin)  (b.  December  I9,  1920- 
d.  April  10,  1921). 

(The  Edward  A,  Gaston,  Sr.,  family  also  included  Dorothea  Irene 
Todd.  (See  Appendix  E.)  All  of  the  children  of  this  family  were 
born  in  the  family  home  in  the  two-hundred  block  of  South  9th 
Street,  Ckemah,  Okla.) 


126  (3"7)«  Aline  Anna  Gaston  md.  (December  21,  I9IO)  Harry  Sions.  There 
ware  two  children: 

(a) -2.  Harry  Gaston  Sicns  (b.  November  23,  1912)  md,  Mary  Francis 
Smith. 

(b) -2.  Norma  Neal  Sions  (b.  April  3.  1919)  nd,  (March  15.  1938) 

Joe  T.  Spencer,  Jr.  (b.  -d,_^ ).  One  child;  Joe  Thomas 

Spencer,  III,  (0.  December  22,  19^0  in  Pryor,  Okla.).  2nd  md . 
(September  1?,  1948)  to  W.  0.  Robertson. 

127  (4-7).  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Jr.  (b.  (b.  August  8,  I89I)  md . 

(April  14,  1917)  Madge  Virg  inia  Spence  (b,  March  2,  1897  in  Salem,  \rk.- 
d.  December  17,  1938,  in  Phoenix,  Arizona).  (Her  parents  were  Mr.  and 
Nrs.  J.  W.  Spence  of  Vancouver,  Washington.  She  had  sisterj  Geneva,^ 
and  four  brothers:  Morris,  Ray,  Ralph,  and  R.  Neil  Spence.)  "Ocie," 

as  he  vias  called,  was  a printer  by  trade.  He  was  a member  of  Troop  "A" 
First  Oklahoma  Cavalry,  38th  Division  of  the  United  States  Army  and 
served  in  the  A.E.F.  during  world  War  I.  The  cavalry  outfit  had  been 
ir:ade  an  ammunition  train.  When  this  National  Guard  unit  was  called  into 
national  service,  Ocie  was  promoteii  from  1st  Sergeant  to  2nd  Lieutenant. 
Troop  "A"  was  unique.  It  contained  a large  number  of  full  blooded  Greek 
Indians;  more  newspa-'-r  men  t'-'an  any  other  outfit  in  the  army:  four 
millionaores ; and,  a'. cording  to  the  Dallas  (Texas)  News,  "The  troop  also 
has  the  distinction  of  having  as  one  of  its  lieutenants,  the  smallest 
commissioned  officer^  in  the  United  States  Army.  The  officer  is  Second 
Lieutenant  Gaston....  This  troop  went  to  the  border  during  the  Mexican 
trouMes."  and  also  helped  to  put  down  the  draft  resis"!  rs  (the  "Ewe  Lamb 
Rebellion")  in  central  Oklahoma,  For  many  years  Ocie  was  employed  by  the 
Phoenix  (Arizona  ) Gazette . He  had  learned  his  trade  in  his  fatheits 
establishment.  The  Okemah  Ledger,  where  he  worked  for  many  years.  There 
were  three  children  born  to  0.  C.  and  Madge  Gaston. 

-138  (l“8)  Mary  Josephine  Gaston  (b.  February  12,  I9I8  in  Ft.  'Worth, 
Texas)  md.  (May  29,  1938)  Anthony  'Wilden  Lillywhite  (b.  February 
25,  1915)  was  the  son  of  Charles  'W.  Lillywhite  (b.  l874-d,  1947) 
and  Margaret  Coplan  (b.  January  11,  1875)«  There  are  three  children: 
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-(a)-2.  Mary  Antoinette  Lillywhite  (b,  May  26,  193?)  md.  (October  , 
1953)  A^an  D.  Barber  (b.  iMarch  19,  1936).  Three  children:  (l). 
Douglas  L.  Barber  (b.  195^),  (2).  David  A.  Barber  (b.  1959),  and 
(3).  Ronald  Barber  (b,  I060). 

-(b)-2.  Robert  Wilie,n  Lillywhite  (b.  November  I8,  1939). 

-(c)-2,  “adge  Suzanne  Lillywhite  (b.  August  19,  1°92) . 

-I37  (2-fi).  Oscar  G.  Gaston,  III  (b.  January  26,  1922-d.  October  6, 

192^). 

-138  ( 3”8) . Jack  Thomas  Gaston  (b.  December” 29,  1923,  in  Okemah,  Okla.) 
md . (September  14,  1972)  'ivonne  Jean  Appenheimer  (b.  May  28,  1931)- 
He  has  a B.A.  in  Business  Administration  from  Arizona  State  University 
(Tampe,  Arizona)  and  is  a C.  P.  A.  No  issue. 

128  (5"7).  Hazel  Lillian  Gaston  (b.  February  8,  1896-4.  ijlarch  2,  1971- 
buried  in  Green  Acres  Memorial  Cemetary,  Bloomington,  Calfornia.)  md. 
(November  30,  1917)  John  Foster  Laird  'e.  June, 7,  1878-d.  May  20,  1929) 
who  was  the  son  of  John  Martin  Laird  (1848-1909)  a.nd  Elizabeth  R.  Myer 
(1856-1928).  John  and  Hazel  Laird  had  two  children:  * (a)-2,  Alice 
Elizabeth  Laird  (b.  January  I8,  1920)  and  (b)-2.  John  Oscar  Laird  ( b.  No’^. 

12,  1925-^.  June  29,  1926). 

- (a) -2 . Alice  Elizabyeth  Laird  md.  (September  26,  1937)  Lee  R.  Garrett. 
He  is  an  industrial  pipefitter  by  trade.  Alice  worked  for  the  Bank 
of  Calfornia  for  sixteen  years  and  went  with  the  Western  Pacific  Fi- 
nancial Corporation  . She  was  made  assistant  vice-president  in  the 
San  Bernardino  branch  of  that  corporation.  Lee  and  Alice  have  four 
children:  (a)-3.  Jerre  Lee  Garrett  (b.  December  4,  1939)  who  r.d. 

Bartera  Gregory.  They  have  three  children:  (l).  Debra  Lynn  (b,  Jan. 

8,  1952);  Cynthia  Lee  (b.  may  17,  1958);  and  Ricky' Lee  (b.  May  14, 
i960).  Debra  Lynn  md,  (March  22,  1979)  Donald  Walker,  Jr.  Two  chil- 
dren: Terry  (July  21,  IDT^-)  and  Timothy  R.  Walker  (Jan.  1,  1976). 

(b)-3.  Laiii  E,  Garrett  ('October  21,  io44)  first  md.  Waneta  Loy 
Frisk.  Cne  child;  William  Joe  Garrett  (b.  March  30,  1964). 2nd  md. 

Violet  Garrett.  One  child:  Lara  ( b.  June  12,  1972).  (c)-3.  Patricia 

Hazel  Garrett  (b.  February  27,  1946)  md . (September  14,  I963)  Michael 
Harry  Gray.  Three  children:  (l).  Steven  M.  (December  29,  1964),  (2). 
Eric  M.  (b.  September  29,  I966),  (3)«  Mark  M.  (August  I6,  1970). 

(d)-3.  Melinda  Sue  Garrett(b.  March  21,  1953)  ‘td.  (July  31 , 1971) 
Richard  Bruce  McGowan  (b.  July  30,  1952). 

129  (6-7).  Frank  Shields  Gaston  md.  (February  8,  1923)  Edith  C,  Henry 

( b.  January  1,  1904  in  Henryetta,  Okla. -4 .November  7,  1946).  The  first 
marriage  ended  in  divorce, ar.d  Frank  md.  (March  14,  1936)  Lorene  Allen  of 
San  Benito,  Texas.  He  died  when  he  fell  from  a building  in  Harlington, 
Texas,  He  was  buried  in  Okemah,  Oklahoma.  Two  children  were  born  to  the 
first  marriage: 

-139  (1-8).  Hugh  Caldwell  Gaston  (b.  January  I3,  1924)  m.d.(July  I3, 

1946)  Betty  Jean  'Wasson  (b.  June  I5,  1928)  in  Hanni’cal,  Missouri, 

Hugh  received  a 3.  A.  degree  in  Education  at  the  Arizona  State 
University.  He  studied  law  for  one  year  at  the  University  of  Okla- 
homa. "He  liked  teaching  but  Idn’t  like  t'r;e  money."  He  found 
being  a electrician  more  lucrative.  He  has  worked  in  such  places 
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as  Venezuela  and  Saudi  Arabia.  No  issue. 

-140  (2-8).  Betty  Francis  Gaston  (b.  April  8,  1926  in  Paden,  Okla.). 
1st  md.  (September  29,  19^*-5)  Patric  Alcide  Lucier  (b.  December  16, 
1925).  There  were  two  children  by  this  marriage:  (a)-2.  Tamara 
(b.  January  I9,  1948)  who  md . (December  24,  1977,  Boston,  Mass.) 

Walon  Green,  (b)-2.  Marc  Alcide  Lucier  (b.  September  I3,  1935/ia 
Nurnberg,  Germany-d.  December  3»  1971,  of  cystic  fibrosis.  His 
ashes  were  scattered  at  sea.)  Betty  and  her  first  husband  v;ere 
divorced  (June  25,  1957)  in  Nurnburg,  Germany.  2nd  md.  (March  I6, 
197^)  to  Howard  Leslie  Cook,  Jr.  (b.  November  6,  1926).  He  is  (1973) 
chairman  of  the  Mathmatics  Department  in  the  Fillmore  (Calfornia) 

High  School.  At  the  time  Betty  was  junior/senior  high  school  li- 
brarian at  the  same  institution.  She  has  a 3. A.  degree  in  Education 
from  Arizona  State  University  and  a M.A.  in  Librarianship  from 
Denver  University.  She  and  her  first  husband  went  to  Europe  in  1952, 
whe’-e  she  taught  (I956-I969)  in  the  Overseas  Dependents  School  in 
Shepherd's  Grove,  England;  Bitburg,  Germany;  Madrid  and  Seville, 

Spain . 

l'?2  (3“3),  Martha  Jean  Gaston  md.  (December  25,  1938  in  Weleetka,  Okla.) 
John  Bower  Shake ly,  II.  She  attended  East  Central  State  College  prior  to 
her  marriage.  She  later  took  training  in  a business  college  after  which 
she  worked  in  the  School  of  Law  at  Oklahoma  City  University.  She  has 
since  been  employed  by  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  There  are  two  sons. 

-(a)-2.  John  Bower  Shakely,  III  (b.  January  9,  19^0)  md.  (December 
18,  1965)  Carole  Shartel  Ferguson  (b.  January  28,  19^2).  (See  Appen- 
dex  G.).  One  child:  (a)-3.  John  Benton  Shakely  (b.  April  7,  1969). 
-(b)-2.  James  Michael  Shakely  (b.  June  27,  1950).  '4e  receive  d a 

Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  in  Arts  degree  on  May  8,  1976, 

134  (4-8).  Dale  Leon  Gaston  md.  (May  9,  19^3")  Minnie  Jo  Gregory.  Dale 
was  born  in  Okem.ah,  O'-'lahoma.  While  he  was  very  young  the  family  moved 
to  Weleetka,  Oklahoma.  After  graduation  from  the  Weleetka  High  School, 
he  attended  Oklahoma  A.  J:  M.  College  (now  Oklahoma  State  Universiry) 
for  a short  time  before  illness  forced  him  to  withdraw.  While  at  home 
in  Weleetka  recovering  from  his  illness^ he  got  a taste  for  the  newspaper 
business.  He  then  went  to  the  University  of  Oklahoma  to  major  in  jour- 
nalism. In  August  of  19^2  after  two  years  at  the  University  he  went  into 
service  with  the  96th  Naval  Construction  Battalion  (Seabees).  He  had 
obtained  the  rank  of  Chief  Yeoman  and  was  in  China  when  the  Japanese  sur- 
rendered. He  was  discharged  in  December  of  19^5.  Dale  them  entered  the 
School  of  Journalism  at  the  University  of  Missiouri  (Columbia,  Missiouri) 
and  received  his  3.J.  degree  in  August  of  19^7.  Upon  graduation  he  pur- 
chased the  Bergs  (Okla.)  Inderendent.  He  later  owned  and  published  the 
Okmulgee  (Okla.)  County  News.  After  publishing  that  paper  for  a while 
he  purchased  a paper  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma.  At  last  he  decided  to  try 
his  hand  at  teaching.  Upon  receiving  his  Masters  degree  from  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Oklahoma,  he  was  called  to  the  University  of  Missouri  where  he 
joined  the  staff  of  the  School  of  Journalism. 

The  following  is  from  an  issue  of  the  Ad  Club  newsletter,  the 
Adventures , University  of  Missouri  (undated): 
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This  issue  presents  Dale  Gaston  as  the  feature  teacher. 

Dale  Gaston  says  what  he  enjoys  most  about  teaching  is" the 
fun  and  excitement  of  working  with  professionals.  All  of  tomorrows 
big  people  are  here  now,  in  todays  classrooms."  Gaston  is  in  the 
advertising  department.  He  taught  for  one  year  at  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  before  being  lured  to  Missouri's  School  of  Journalism, 
where  he  has  been  teaching  for  seven  years. 

Gaston  graduated  from  the  Missouri  School  of  Journalism  in 
August  of  19^7.  Although  he  was  in  the  publishing  sequence,  he  was 
interested  in  all  areas  of  journalism  that  he  took  69  hours  of  it's 
courses  before  graduating.  By  Sept.  2nd  of  the  same  year,  he  had 
bought  his  first  newspaper,  the  Beggs  Independent  in  Beggs,  Okla. 

He  at  one  time  owned  a chain  of  four  weekly  newspapers  and  a shop- 
per in  Eastern  Oklahoma.  However,  as  a result  of  his  varied  in- 
trest,  Gaston  was  involved  in  businesses  outside  of  his  newspapers 
ranging  from  advertising  consulting  to  a construction  company. 

He  has  been  a member  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi  for  30  years,  and  is 
also  a member  of  ADS  and  Kappa  Tau  Alpha,  (Also  Alpha  Delta  Sigma.) 
Gaston  also  joined  the  Missouri  Broadcasting  Association,  for  which 
he  is  chairman  of  the  promotion  committee  and  chairman  of  the  sales 
committee 

To  discuss  all  of  Gaston's  interest  would  be  an  insurmountable 
task,  but  his  time  is  now  occupied  mainly  with  media  promotion.  He 
enjoys  writing  and  producing  radio  and  television  spots,  and  is 
presently  taking  a course  in  production  to  learn  to  direct  them. 
Hopefully,  we  wont  lose  him  to  Hollywood, 

Dale  and  Minnie  Jo  Gaston  are  the  parents  of  two  children. 

-*l4l(  1-9)  .Gregory  David  Gaston  ( b,  February  7.  19^9)  nid.  (July 
If  1973)  Vicki  Ann  Jamison  (.  July  17,  19^9  in  Okmulgee,  Okla.) 

(See  Apoendix  H.) 

-142  (2-9).  Doris  Cecelia  Gaston  (b.  January  21,  1953)  nd.  (May 
18,  1974)  Robert  Mark  Barrett.  One  child: 

(a)-2,  Adam  Robert  Barrett  (b.  September  7,  1978,  8lbs-lloz.) 

l4l  (1-9).  Gregory  David  Gaston  (b.  February  7,  1949)  enjoyed  an  active 
high  school  career.  He  was  an  Eagle  Scout  and  was  awarded  "Order  of  the 
Arrow,"  This  is  a special  order  for  honor  campers  based  on  a knowledge 
of  Indian  lore.  In  high  school  he  was  on  the  varsity  football  team  and 
the  golf  and  wrestling  teams.  He  received  honorable  mention  for  the 
All  Conference  Football  Team,  wcls  fourth  in  Regionals  and  went  to  the 
State  Wrestling  Tournament.  Gregory  was  a member  of  the  Thespians, 
the  Quill  and  Scroll,  the  State  Honor  Society,  and  President  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes.  He  went  to  the  Oklahoma  Boy's  State 
where  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  "State  District  Attorney." 

On  graduating  from  high  school  Gregory  attended,  first.  Northeastern 
State  College  (Tahlequah,  Oklahoma)  and  later  the  University  of  Oklahoma 
(Norman,  Oklahoma)  where  he  majored  in  journalism.  At  Northeastern  State 
he  was  President  of  the  Sophmore  class  and  a member  of  the  Student 
Senate.  He  joined  Phi  Sigma  Epsilon,  a social  fraternity.  He  was  co- 
rush chairman  of  this  organization.  At  the  Universiry  of  Oklahoma  he 
was  elected  Vice-President  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  a professional  journal- 
ism society.  "I  guess  my  real  claim  to  fame  at  O.U,  was  being  the 
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driver  of  the  famed  Sooner  Schooner. Gregory  believed.  The  "Sooner 
Schooner”  was  a reproduction  on  a smaller  scale  of  a covered  wagon  or 
prairie  schooner.  It  was  drawn  by  a pair  of  ponies  and  was  driven  at  a 
breakneck  speed  around  the  goal  post  every  time  the  University  football 
team  made  a touchdown. 

In  his  professional  career  Gregory  has  received  two  ADDY  awards. 

One  of  these  for  a television  production  and  the  other  for  a full  page 
newspaper  advertisement. 

He  joined  the  United  States  Navy  Reserve  in  1970  and  saw  active 
service  in  1971-1972. 

Vicki,  his  wife,  has  a Master  Degree  in  Library  Science, 

Gregory  and  Vicki  Gaston  have  two  children: 

-l43-(l-10).  Stacy  Heather  Gaston  (b.  April  11,  1975)  Stacy  was 
born  at  5*25  P.M.  in  the  South  Community  Hospital  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma,  She  weighted  6 lbs. 7 oz.  at  the  time, 

-l44-(2-10).  Matthew  Gregory  Gaston  (b.  Decembe-f-  18,  1978).  He 
weighted  in  at  7 lbs.  5 ozs.  He  also  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  Gaston  of  the  Oscar  C.  Gaston,  Sr.  line  to  have  been  born 
in  "The  Old  Confederacy.” 
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Appendix  A. 


The  Gaston  families  living  in  Middleton  and  St.  Clair  townships, 

Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  in  August,  I85O,  other  than  the  Jaunes  Wiliam 
Gaston  and  the  Hugh  Gaston,  ,'«Jr.,  families.  (From  the  Census  of  I850). 

Middleton  Township: 

John  Gaston  (b.  I8II  in  Penn.)  and  his  wife,  Jane,  (b.  I8I5  in  Ohio), 

There  were  three  children:  (l).  James  Gaston  (b,  I836  in  Ohio); 

(2).  William  Gaston  (b.  I836  in  Ohio);  and  ? (male)  (b.  1843,  Ohio). 

St.  Clair  Township: 

James  (Hugh?)  Gaston  (b.  I788  in  Ohio) , farmer  and  his  wife  Hariah  (b,  I803 
in  PennT)  There  were  five  sons:  (l).  Samuel  Gaston  (b.  I825  in  Ohio)i  Famer; 

(2) .  Hamilton  Gaston  (b.  1828  in  Ohio),  farmer;  (3)»  Martin  Gaston  (b.  I83O 
in  Ohio),  school  teacher;  (4).  Jacob  Gaston  (b.  I832  in  Ohio),  farmer; 

(3) .  Hugh  Gaston  (b.  1833  in  Ohio), 

James  W.  Gaston  (b,  I808,  Penn),  farmer,  (This  James  W.  is  not  the  James 
W.  who  owned  land  in  section  32  of  Middleton  Township.)  and  wife,  Rebecca, 

(b.  1809,  Ohio).  There  were  four'  children:  (l).  George  Gaston  (b.  1832, 
Ohio);  (2),  William  Gaston  (b,  1835»  Ohio);  (3).  Ephrain  Gaston  (b.  1645, 
Ohio);  (4),  Gilbert  Gaston  (b.  I857,  Ohio). 
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Appendix  B. 

Ownership  of  Gaston’s  r^lll. 


(The  follov/lng  Information  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Floyd  Lov;er, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Columbiana  County  Forests  and  Parks 
Council,  Lisbon,  Ohio,  4^^32.) 

Section  32  of  Middleton  Township  (Range  1,  Twp . 7,  Section 
32)  was  deeded  by  James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  John  Davis  on  November  10,  l8ll,  John  Davis  deeded  It  to 
Samuel  Davis  In  I8l8,  and  Samuel  Davis  transferred  It  to  James 
Hugh  Gaston,  Sr.,  In  I8l8. 

Deed  records  In  the  court  house  In  Lisbon  shov/  a transfer 
of  17  acres  In  the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  32  Including 
Beaver  Creek  from  Andrew  Stevenson  to  Samuel  Conkle  In  I830. 
There  Is  no  record  of  how  Andrew  Stevenson  acquired  the  land. 
Neither  Is  there  any  record  of  how  Jacob  Conkle  acquired  part 
of  this  section  of  land. 

Mansfield's  "Historical  Collections  of  the  Little  Beaver- 
Penna.  and  Ohio"  list  the  mill  as  having  built  In  l840.  The 
18^0  atlas  map  of  Columbiana  County  lists J.  Gaston  as  owner 
of  the  S.W.  quarter  of  Section  32  (H.  Gaston  owned  the  S.E. 
quarter).  In  an  old  History  of  Columbiana  County  compiled 
by  V/m.  B.  McCord  (page  112)  In  the  Lepper  Library  In  Lisbon 
Samuel  Conkle  Is  listed  as  ovmer  of  the  mill  In  I830.  James 
Gaston  v;as  the  next  owner  listed. 


No  other  record  can  be  found  of  the  ov/nershlp  or  transfer 
of  this  quarter  section  of  land  betv;een  I8I8  and  18^3 ••• However , 
the  estate  records  of  James  Hugh  Gaston  show^  payments  but  no 
land  transfers  to  two  sons,  Hugh  Gaston,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Gaston, 
extending  from  1839  to  I89I.  Apparently,  section  32  was  di- 
vided in  the  period  I8I8  to  1843. 


The  deeds  immediately  after  Samuel  Conkle  mention  water 
privileges  and  some  mention  the  grist  mill.  The  abstract  In 
the  State  Auditor ' s office  goes  back  only  to  1871.  The  follov/lng 
names  appear  to  be  the  correct  ov/ners  of  the  mill. 


Samuel  Conkle 
James  Gaston 
Philander  Gaston 
Thos.  W.  Whltacre 
Philander  Gaston 
Jacob  Rosensteel 
Robert  B.  Cowglll 
Mary  & Oliver  Cope 
Levi  Hickman 
Blanch  Williams 
State  of  Ohio 


1030  to  10')9 

18^49  to  1859 
1859  to  1871 
1871  to  1879 
1879  to  1886 

1886  to  1893 
1893  to  1894 
189^  to  1902 

1902  to  1937 
1937  to  1949 
1949  to  date 


The  Gaston  family  owners  of  land  In  Section  32  Involving 
Gastons  other  than  those  referred  to  In  the  enclosed  owner- 
ship statement  Includes  the  following: 


John  Gaston  - In  18^0  atlas  map 
James  Gaston  - In  I87O  atlas  map 
James  W.  Gaston 
Martin  Gaston  0 I866 
Hugh  Gaston  - 1850-53 
Hamilton  D.  Gaston  - I86O-62 
John  G.  Gaston  - 1862,  1864,  1875 
John  T.  Gaston  - I868 
James  Gaston  - I871 


Appendix  C. 

The  Moore  and  Quinn  Families. 


(A)“I.  Sampson  Moore  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  migrated  to  America,  it 
is  believed,  with  a brother,  Alexander,  a cousin,  George,  and  the  other 
members  of  his  immediate  family.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Jane  Caldwell,  By  the  first  wife  there  were  five  children.  Some  of 
these  children,  if  not  all  of  them,  were  bom  in  Ireland.  These  children 
were: 

-(a)-2.  Nancy  Moore  who  md.  Stevenson.  They  settled  in  Iowa, 

-(b) -2.  John  Moore  who  remained  unmarried.  He  died  in  Indiana. 

-(c) -2.  William  Moore  lived  in  Lowellville,  Ohio.  His  wife's  name 
was  Matilda. 

-*(d)-2,  Alexander  Moore  md^Jane  Quinn, 

-(e) -2.  Thomas  Moore  who  also  remained  unmarried. 

Samson  Moore's  second  wife  was  Sarah  Monieth.  They  harL  three  children: 
-ff)-2.  Sarah  Jane  Moore  md.  John  Johnson. 

-(g) -2,  Daniel  Moore  md.  Holly  Allison.  They  had  two  children: 

Eddie  and  Willie  Moore, 

-(h) -2,  Emmiline  Moore  md,  William  Shields. 


(d)-2.  Alexander  Moore  (b.  in  Ireland,  J”ly  31 » I8l4-d.  August  19,  I883). 
md.( March  17,  I836)  Jane  Quinn  (b.  May  24,  l8l5-d.  January  22,  I885). 
Alexander  and  Jane  Moore  had  nine  children: 

-(a)-3.  Mary  E.  Moore  (b.  December  21,  1836-d.  April  5,  1843). 
-*(b)-3,  Sarah  Jane  Moore  ( b.  Clarkson,  Ohio,  March  24,  I839)- 
d.  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska,  July  3,  1933)  nid..  (October  1,  I856) 

John  Gaston.  One  child:  Oscar  Caldwell  Gaston,  Sr. 

*'(c)-3.  Sampson  Caldwell  Moore  (b.  October  I6,  l840-d.  Fort  Leve-n- 
worth,  Kansas,  January  29,  I885). 

-(d)-.  John  Quinn  Moore  (b,  December  20,  l842-d.  Jeffersonville, 

111.,  September  25,  1864). 

“(e)“3«  Martin  Watson  Moore  (b.  December  12,  l844-d.  Hillsboro, 
Indiana,  Hay  6,  1895). 

~(f)”3.  Elizabeth  M.  Moore  (b.  April  22,  1849-d.  April  8,  I850). 
••(g)“3*  William  Moore  (b.  May  24,  l853“<i.  July  10,  1855). 

-(h)-3.  Joseph  Huff  Moore  (b.  December  18,  1855'^.  September  23, 

1865). 

-(i)-3.  Robert  T,  Moore  (d.  in  a military  hospital  in  Seattle, 
Washington)  md.  Mary  Emma  Scott .md,  June  19,  I87O. 

( b) -3 . After  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  ^ohn  Gaston,  Sarah  Jane 
Moore  Gaston  md.  Aaron  S.  Yarnall  (b.  November  21.  I831-d.  December, 
1909).  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union:  (l).  Jessie  Yarnall 
(b,  Febuary  21,  l866-d.  Febuary  20,  I907) , (2).  Asenth  Jane  Yarnall 
(b. September  10,  l868-d.  November  10,  193^),  (3).  A twin  born  at  the 
same  time  died  at  birth.  (4).  Joseph  Moore  Yarnall  (b.  July  28,  I872- 
d.  December  7,  1905),  (5).  William  H.  Yarnall  (b,  June  2,  I875-  d. 
December  11,  1948). 


Appendix  G.  (cont.) 


The  Quinn  Family. 

(a)-1.  John  Quinn  md.  Mary  Huff.  Their  children  were: 

-(a) -2.  Margaret  Quinn.  Never  rad. 

-(b) -2.  Jane  Quinn  md.  Alexander  Moore. 

-(c) -2,  Elizabeth  Quinn  (called  Beth)  md.  Thomas  Abrams. 

-(d)-2,  Katharine  Quinn  (called  Katie)  md.  William  Fredrick  who 
was  the  son  of  Noah  Fredrick. 

-(e) -2.  Maxy  Quinn  (called  Polly)  who  never  married. 


Appendix  D. 

The  Family  of  Mary  Alice  NcGlung;  Gaston;  - The  Illinois  McGlungs. 

The  name,  NcG^ung,  indicates  this  family  was  of  Highland  Scotch 
origin.  The  earliest  records  locate  them  in  Galloway,  Scotland.  Three 
f'cGlung  brothers-  James,  John,'  and  Robert-  motivated  by  religious 
persecution,  moved  from  Scotland  to  Larne,  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  Some 
members  of  the  family  were  later  found  to  be  living  near  Coleraine  in  the 
same  county.  Still  others  had  moved  to  Belfast. 

A Thomas  McClung  seems  to  have  been  the  first  of  this  name  to  emigrate 
to  America.  He  came  from  Moate,  County  West  Meath,  Ireland,  and  settled 
near  Christiana,  Pennsylvania,  in  1729.  Other  members  of  the  family 
emigrated  to  America  well  into  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  remained 
in  Ireland,  however.  The  Irish  census  of  I89O  indicates  that  313 
KcClungs  stilled  lived  in  the  province  of  Ulster. 

The  following  is  given  concerning  the  family  name:  "This  is  a pure 
Scottish  patronymic  name,  originally  written  mac  Luinge  and  meaning  'son 
of  the  ship'  in  the  sense  of  'son  of  the  sailor  or  seaman*.  The  grand- 
father of  the  famous  Scottish  Saint  Columba  vias  'Scotia  vero  lingua 
mac  naue',  which  is  translated  'in  the  true  Scot  tongue  son  of  the  ship'. 
The  latin  naue  would  be  our  rave,  from  which  we  get  our  navy.  This 
name  is  also  found  as  MacLung  and  HcClung-!..  It  is  a fairly  common  name 
in  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Ayrshire.  There  were  fourteen  families  sur- 
named  McClung  listed  in  the  1790  Virginia  census  records.” 

(a)-1,  Hugh  McClung  (b.  February,  1792(?)  in  Ireland-d.  September  21, 

1845)  md.  Maery  (b.  1793“<i.  December  13.  1856).  After  emigrating  to 
America  they  first  settled  in  Darlington, /\Pennsylvania,  and  later  moved 
to  Fairfield,  Illinois.  Among  their  seven  children  was: 

(a)-2.  Ephraim  McClung  (b.  April  3»  1826  in  Darlington  Pa.-d.  December 
6,  1867).  While  a child  he  was  taken  to  Fairfield,  111,  md.  Anastas;i^ia 
Beauchamp  (b,  April  23,  I837  in  Big  Springs,  Tenn.-d.  August  9,  I88I,  in 
Snringfield,  111,),  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  Beauchamp  who  had 
married  Mary  Wilson  of  Willson  County,  Tenn.  TheReauchamp  family  was 
English  but  had  originated  in  a place  called  Eeachamps  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  La  Manche  or  from  one  of  the  other  places  of  similar  name  in 
France,  The  La  Manche  place  was  spelled  Bellum  Campus  in  840  A.D.  and 
had  the  literal  meaning  "battle  field."  The  later  spelling,  Beauchamps, 
meant  "beautiful  field."  The  family  was  found  to  be  in  England  at  the 
time  of  the  Domesday  Book  in  IO86.  They  had  arrived  in  England  with 
William  the  Conqueror  and  held  their  lands  directly  from  him.  The  family 
had  appeared  in  America  in  New  England  by  1637  and  in  Virginia  before 
1700.  The  Ephrain  McClungs  had  five  children: 

-(a)-3,  Edward  McC’-ng  (b.  October  1,  I856  in  Fairfield,  Ill.d.  1933, 
in  Holdenville,  Oklahoma)  He  was  an  editor,  had  been  a member  of 
the  Illinois  State  Legislature,  and  a postmaster,  md.  (October  3i , 
1889)  Price  Fogle  (b.  1882 -d.  August  14,  1895).  "Colonel"  McClung 
had  established  the  Wayne  County  (ill.)  Record  and  the  Fairfield  Sun 
before  moving  to  Oklahoma  in  I9IO.  He  was  in  business  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  for  a short  time  before  purchasing  the  Holdenville  (Okla.) 
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Democrat  in  1911 • He  operated  this  newspaper  until  1922.  Ke  was 
buried  in  Fairfield,  111.  There  were  three  children:  (l)  Mamie 
Pauline  McGlung  (b.  November  26,  I890).  md.  Jessie  M.  Harris.  One 
Child,  viz;  Edward  McGlung  Harris.  (2),  Mildred  Lee  McGlung  (b.  Jan^ 
uary  10,  1893).  Hugh  Gardner  of  Neosho,  Missouri.  (3).  Tdna  Mc- 
Clung  ( b.  February  12,  I895).  md.  Lee  Warren  Crutcher  of  Holden- 
ville,  Oklauhoma.  One  child,  viz:  Edna  Lee  Crutcher. 

”(l))”3.  John  Calvin  McGlung  (b.  Novumber  6,  1858-d.  April  24,  1859). 
“(c)“3.  Mary  Alice  McGlung  (b.  February  9,  I86I,  in  Fairfield,  111.- 
d.  19^3»  in  Okemah,  Oklahoma),  md.  (July  I8,  I883)  Oscar  Caldwell 
Gaston,.  Sr. 

-(d) -3.  Carrie  May  McGlung  (b.  May  17*  I863).  Never  married. 

“(e)-3»  Thomas  Hugh  McGlung  (b.  September  25,  l866-d.  December  7* 
1923,  in  Alexander,  La.)  Never  married. 


This  listing  of  the  Illinois  McGlung  family  is  that  compiled  by 
Mary  Alice  McGlung  Gaston,  not  that  contained  in  Rev.  William  McGlung 's 
genealogy  which  proved  to  be  very  inadequate  as  far  as  this  branch  of 
the  family  was  concerned.  This  record  had  been  kept  over  a period  of 
years.  Grandmama  Gaston  was  a very  intelligent  and  capable  lady  who 
could  make  the  best  spice  cake  ever  eaten.  She  could,  at  what  seemed 
to  her  grandchildren  to  be  a very  ancient  age,  dance  a very  vigorous 
Irish  jig.  She  was  veiry  short  and  bragged  that  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
she  had  been  able  to  walk  under  a dining  room  table  without  ducking  her 
head.  When  he  was  very  small  she  would  make  this  grandson  feel  very 
rich  by  paying  him  a penny  a dozen  for  pulling  ragweed. 


Appendix  S 


The  Families  of  Dorothea  Florence  Ballard  Gaston;  Ballard  and  Cox, 

Ballard  Family; 

(a)-1.  Walter  Alvis  Ballard  of  Holly  Springs,  Marshall  county, 

Mississippi,  md.  Tabitha  Alabama  Carlton.  They  had  ten  children. 

(The  following  is  not  in  the  order  of  their  birth  which  fact  is  not 
known.  Walter  had  had  two  children  by  a first  marriage.  These  were 
Thomas  and  Mary  Jane  Ballard.  Thomas  Ballard  was  living  in  the  North- 
ern Division  of  Marshall  county  in  I85O.) 

-(a) -2.  Argyle  Ballard  (He  was  a merchant  snd  continued  to  live  in 
Mississippi.) 

-(b) -2.  Baxter  Ballard  (He  was  a lawyer  living  in  Mashville,  Tenn.) 
-(c)-2.  Elgin  Ballard  ( An  M.D.,he.was  a professor  in  a Medical 
College  in  Galveston,  Texas.) 

-(d) -2.  Nelson  Ballard  ( A farmer  living  near  Paris,  Texas.) 

-(e) -2,  Jefferson  Ballard  ( Baptist  minister,  San  Marcus,  Texas.) 

-(f) -2.  Brown  Ballard  (Farmer  living  in  Mississippi.) 

-(g) -2.  Simeon  Ballard  (Died  in  his  youth.) 

-(h) -2.  James  Ballard, 

-(i)-2.  Beulah  Ballard. 

*-(j)-2.  Calvert  Lafayette  Ballard  (b.  September  7»  l854-d.  November, 

1.910). 

( .1 ) -2 . Calvert  Lafayette  (”C.L.”)  Ballard  was  bom  near  Holly  Springs, 
Mississippi.  After  growing  to  manhood,  he  left  Mississippi  to  teach 
school  in  Tennessee.  Here  he  met  and  married  Mary  Cornelia  Cox.  While 
living  in  Tennessee  the  oldest  of  their  four  children,  Linnie  Ivy,  was 
born.  Professor  Ballard  moved  with  his  family  back  to  Mississippi,  where 
he  became  Reverend  Ballard  after  joining  the  Methodist  ministry.  He  served 
as  pastor  at  both  Myrtle  and  Hickory  Flats,  Mississippi.  While  in  Miss- 
issippi two  other  children  were  born,  Marvin  Otis  and  Lochie  Martin  Ballard 
The  Ballard  family  next  moved  to  Texas  where  Reverend  Ballard  served 
as  pastor  in  Commerce,  Valley  View,  Clarksville,  Pattonville  and  Annona. 
While  at  Annona  his  youngest  child,  Dorothea  Florence  (usually  called  Dora 
by  her  mother)  was  bom.  He  served  as  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Gainesville 
(Texas)  District,  Nor+h  Texas  Conference,  for  the  years  l891-l895»  f’or 
a time,  about  three  years,  the  Ballards  lived  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  While 
living  here  Rev.  Ballard  was  employed  as  a public  relations  cigent  for 
Foly-Technic  College.  Next  he  moved  to  Sherman,  Texas,  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  the  educational  opportunities  of fed  there  for  his  children. 

At  this  time  he  became  an  evangelist  and  T'eraained  in  this  calling  until 
shortly  before  his  death  in  November,  1910,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  He 
was  buried  In  Sherman. 

Early  in  his  career  Rev.  Ballard  had  furthered  his  education  by  the 
study  of  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  in  a private  school.  He  adequately  demon 
strated  his  maistery  of  these  languages  in  a theological  disertation, 
Methodist  Munitions,  which  was  published  in  1909* 

There  were  four  children  bom  to  C.L.  and  Mary  Ballard: 


ppendix  E.  (Cont.) 


-(a)-3«  Lennie  Ivy  Ballard  (b.  September  6,  l880-d,  June,  1973) 
md.  (1902  in  Sherman,  Texas)  Will  Parks  Rorex.  Both  died  and  were 
buried  in  Henryetta, . Oklahoma-;  There  were  two  children: 

(1).  Otis  Parks  Rorex  (died  in  infancy).  (2),  Mary  Ruth  Rorex 
md.  Opal  Stae-gs.  Two  children:  Patricia  Ruth  Staiggs  who  md.  Jack 
Hollingsworth,  and  Phyllis  Staggs  (md.  Findlay). 

“(b)-3.  Marvin  Otis  Ballard  (b.  January  16,  1883-d.  1933,  buried 
in  Dallas,  Texas.)  md.  (I913)  in  Sherman,  Texas,  Adell  Stimnson. 

Three  children:  (l).  (a) -4.  Marvin  Herman  Ballard,  (b)-4.  Mary 
Evelyn  Ballard  , (c)-4,  Jean  Ballard. 

"(c) -3.  Lochie  Martin  Ballard  (b.  September  22,  l884-d.  1913,  buried 
in  Wa^nor,  Oklahoma.)  .rad.  (1905- in  Sherman,  Texas)  Joseph  Brown 
Todd  (^b.  June  I6,  l88l-d.  February  4,  1958»  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas). 
Three  children: 

(1).  Joseph  Ballard  Todd  (b.  January  2,  I906)  he  was  living  in 
Denver,  Col.  in  1973.  (2).*  Dorothea  Irene  Todd.  (3).  Edward  Cal- 

vert Todd.  After  the  death  of  his  mother,  Edward  wcLs  raised  by  his 
Aunt  and  Uncle  Linnie  and  Will  Rorex.  He  took  the  su'^ame,  Rorex. 
"('i)-3.  Dorothea  Florence  Ballard  (b.  January  9,  1889  in  Annona,  Red 
River  county,  Texas-d.  at  7i2^  a.m.  Wednesday,  January  31 1 1979,  in 
West  Calcasieu-Cameron  Hospital,  Sulphur,  La.)  md.  Edward  A,  Gaston, 
Sr.,  on  December  24,  1912,  ia  Okemah  Oklahoma.  She  graduated  in 
English  in  1907  from  the  highly  esteemed  Kidd-Key  College  in  Sher- 
man, Texas,  (See  Appendix  I.)  (The  information  contained  here  on 
the  Ballard  family  and  the  Cox  family  was  furnished  from  the  memory 
of  Dorothea  F.  Ballard  Gaston.  The  family  Bibles  have  been  lost.) 

( c) -3  (2) . Dorothea  Irene  Todd  (b.  September  14,  1907,  in  Porter,  Indian 
Terr,,  now  0klahom.a) , Following  the  death  of  her  mother,  Dorothea,  them 
about  seven  years  of  age,  went  to  live  with  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  A,  Gaston,  Sr.  Thus  it  happened  that  the  children  of  this  family 
enjoyed  the  presence  of  an  older  sister  upon  their  arrival  in  this  world. 

At  a very  tender  age  "Dot"  acquired  skills  in  the  household  arts  and  the 
knowledge  that  the  care  of  infants  was  not  altogether  romantic.  She 
graduated  from  high  school  in  Okemah,  Oklahoma,  Hay  26,  1926.  After  tak- 
ing some  business  courses  she  worked  as  a reporter  for  the  Weleetka  Amer- 
ican prior  to  her  marriage,  md.  (February  13,  1930  in  Weleetka,  Okla. ) 
Paul  Otho  Hinds  (b.  August  23,  1903,  in  Weleetka,  Indian  Terr.)  He  was 
the  son  of  C.  D.  Hinds,  This  marriage  terminated  in  divorce,  August  29, 
1962.  A second  marriage  (October  2,  I962)  to  Robert  Daniel  Phillips 
(b.  October  1,  I923)  ended  in  divorce.  May  23,  1972.  There  were  two 
children  by  the  first  marriage: 

(1) .  Sue  Ann  Hinds  (b.  January  1,  1931.,  Henryetta,  Okla.)  md.  (June 

14,  1952,  Spokane,  Washington) .Joseph, Shaker  Toma  (b.  June  2,  1930). 

Three  children:  Rebecca  Sue.. (tL_May:-7, -1-953,  Tucson,  Arizona,); 

Robert  Joseph  Toma  (b.  June  10,  195^,  Spokane,  Washington); 

Clifford  Bryce  Toma  (b.  July  5,  I96O,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico). 

(2) .  James  Richard  Hines  (b.  May  1,  1937,  Detrio^t,  Mich.)  md.  (March, 

1957)  Carole  Lennox  (b.  June  29,  1939)  divorced  in  i960.  Two  children: 

Patricia  Elaine  Hinds  ( b.  September  26,  1957);  James  Michael  Hinds 

(b.  December  19,  1959).  "Dick"  md.  (March'  25,  I961)  Donna  Rae  Brockman 
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(b.  March  4,  194o).  Two  Children  were  born  to  this  union:  Tina 
Louise  Kinds  (b.  June  25,  1962,  St.  Peters  burg",”  Florida)  ; Da-wn 
Elizabeth  Hinds  (b.  September  2,  196?,  St,  Petersburg,  Florida). 

Donna  Rae  Brockman  Hinds  had  had  two  children  by  a previous  Marriage: 
Michael  Edward  Brockman  (b.  January  7,  195?)  and  Richard  Alan 
Brockman  (b.  July  31,  1958)- 


The  Cox  Family  / 7 

/ N ^ 

(A)-l.  Cox.  He  was  a Tennessee  farmer  and  cabinet  maker.  He 

md.  Ruth  Carlton  who  was  a sister  of  Tibitha  Alabama  Carlton. 

(Dorothea  F.  Ballard  Gaston  could  not  remember  this  grandfather's 
first  name.  Eventually  she  let  it  slip  that  he,  like  many  other 
Confederate  veterans,  could  not  settle  down  after  the  War  and  had 
eventually  deserted  his  family.  After  she  had  revealed  this  bit  of 
information  she  said, "Mama  would  kill  me  if  she  knew  that  I had  told 
that."  The  Carlton  sisters  were  of  Indian  descent..  The  exact  amount 
is  not  known  but  was  enough  to  make  itself  appai'snt  in  the  offsprings 
of  the  next  two  generations.)  This  Cox  family  included  nine  children: 
(Not  in  the  order  of  birth). 

-(a)-2.  Calestine  Cox  md.  Basil  Derryberry. 

-(b) -2.  Victoria  Cox  md.  Allen  Elder. 

-(c)-2,  Ella  Cox  md.  Max  Jones  of  Byhalia,  Mississippi. 

d.  Will  Gardner  of  Byhalia,  Mississippi. 


-(f) -2.  Calvin  Cox. 

-(g) -2.  Frank  Cox  (died  young). 

-fh)-2  Betty  Cox  (died  young). 

-(i)-2.  Mary  Cornelia  Cox,  the  wife  of  Calvert  L.  Ballard,  was 
bom  February  18,  1848  some  place  near  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
it  is  believed.  She  remembered  well  the  event  of  the  War  Between 
the  States  and  remained  an  ardent  rebel  all  the  days  of  her  life. 
A favorite  expression  to  show  joy  at  an  event  was  "Hurrah  for 
Jeff  Davis."  She  could  tell  many  interesting  stories  of  her 
girlhood  and  how  people  "made  do"  on  farms  out  of  the  main  stream 
of  commerce.  She  died  August  8,  1933,  in  Henryetta,  Oklahom.a, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Edward  A.  Gaston,  Sr.,  family  lot  in  the 
Okemah,  Oklahoma,  cemetary.  ("Granny"  Ballard  had  a third  given 
name  which  she  disliked  very  much  so  it  will  not  be  included 
here  as  I'm  sure  she  would  have  wanted.) 


Appendix  F. 


The  Families  of  Kinnie  Jo  Gregory  Gaston;  (Gregory,  Karquis,  McGolloch, 
Smith,  Vetter.) 

(a)-1.  John  Gregory  (d.  190?)  md  Catherine  Kopland  (b.  l827-d.  19l0« 

There  were  four  children  born  to  this  union: 

-(a) -2.  Charles  Gregory. 

-(b)-2.  Riley  Gregory. 

*“(c)-2.  John  M.  Gregory. 

-(d) -2.  Molly  Gregory. 

(c)-2.  JohnM.  Gregory  (b.  March  24,  1857.  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio- 
d.  December  20,  191^)  md.  (April  21,  I885,  in  Bellefontaine , Logan  Co., 
Ohio)  Martha  Ellen  Harquis  (b.  Januaxy  1,  l864-d.  July  29,  1944). 

There  were  three  children; 

-(a)-3.  Charles  Lavrrence  Gregory  (b.  September  14,  1886,  in  Belle- 
fontaine, Ohio.) 

“'.8)~3-  John  Emmit  Riley  Gregory  (b.  August  20,  l889-d.  October 

26,  i960). 

*-(c)-3.  Kenneth  Alonzo  Gregory  ( b.  January  9.  1894,  in  Eeilerantair.e , 
Ohio-d.  February  3.  1976,  in  Wetumka,  Oklahoma.) 

(g)-3.  Kenneth  Alonzo  Gregory  (See  Appendix  I.)  md.  (April  11,  1915) 
Martha  Washington  Smith(b.  June  9.  1897,  in  Princeton,  Dallas  Co., 
Arkansas.)  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union: 


Ai  Ot'*9opr. 


-(a) -4.  Edith  Janelle  Gregory  (md.  Rich) 
(b.  April  1,  1918,  in  Wetumka,  Hughes 
County,  Oklahoma.) 

-(b) -4.  Mary  Ellen  Gregory  (md.  Flaherty) 
(b.  September  5.  1920,  in  Wetumka,  Okla.) 
-(c).  Minnie  Jo  Gregory  (b.  July  8,  1923, 
in  Wetumka,  Okla.)  md.  (May  9,  1943)  Dale 
Leon  Gaston. 


Marouis-McColloch  Families. 

(a)-1,  Newell  Marquis  (b.  May  30,  I825,  in 
Knox  County,  Ohio-d.  August  20,  I9OO)  md. 

(April  15,  1852)  Mary  Jane  McColloch  (b.  July 
11,  1829-d.  August  31,  1885).  She  ras  the 
daughter  of  George  McColloch  (b.  May  1,  1790) 
who  md.  (June  8,  I609)  Nancy  Henry  (b.  December 
13,  1789-d.  March  19,  1869).  Newell  and  Mary 
Jane  Marquis  had  nine  children; 


-(a)-2.  George  Marquis  (b.  February  20,  I-  53). 

-(b)-2.  Nancy  Marquis  (b.  August  28,  l85^_g^  August  12,  1868). 
-(c) -2.  Jim  Marquis  (b.  March  5,  IS56). 
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-(d)-2.  William  Marquis  (b.  October  19,  I857). 

-(e) -2,  Sallie  J.  Marquis  (b.  September  I6  I859). 

-(f) -2.  Lon  Marquis  (b.  October  2Q,  I861). 

-(g)-2.  Martha  Ellen  Marquis  (b.  January  1,  l864-d.  July  29,  1944) 
md.  John  M,  Gregory  in  I885. 

-(h) -2.  Sol  Maxquis  (b.  May  29,  I866). 

-(i)-2.  Tom  Mcurquis  (b.  June  8,  I868). 

)( 


Smith  and  Vetter  Families! 


(a)-1.  Joseph  Alexander  Smith(b,  l860-d.  1941)  md.  Minnie  Rose  Vetter 
(b.  August  13,  1870-d.  September  19,  1955.)  Minnie  Vetter  Smith  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Vetter  (b.  March  8,  1828  in  Germany-d.  February 
8,  1899)  who  had  md.  Annie  Margarett  Hamickle  (b.  July26,  1828  in 
Germany-d.  Octo^'er  25,  I906). 

Minnie  Rose  was  one  of  seven  children.  Her  brothers  and  sisters 
were:  l).  Anne  Vetter  (md.  Hildeshiem) , 2).  Lizzie  Vetter  (md, 
Buford),  3)»  John  Vetter,  4).  Crist  Vetter,  5) • Mai^  Vetter  (md. 
Kaufman),  6),  William  M,  Vetter  (b.  Se-tember  22,  I867,  in  Dallas  Go., 
Arkansas)  md,  Eliza  Virginia  Connell  (b.  August  I8,  I876  in  Holly 
Springs,  Dallas  County,  Arkansas.) 


Joseph  and  Minnie  Rose  Smith  had  three  children; 

-(a)-2.  John  Harris  Smith  (b.  August  27,  1893»  iii  Princeton,  Ark.) 
-(b)-2,  Martha  Washington  Smith  (b,  June  9,  1096,  in  Princeton, 
Arkansas.)  md  Kenneth  A.  Gregory. 

-(c)-2.  Jennie  Margaret  Smith  (md.  Hunter)  (b.  September  28,  1899, 
in  Princeton,  Arkansas.) 
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The  Families  of  Carole  Shartel  Ferguson  Shakely.  (Ferguson  k Loomis) 


Freguson  Family; 

Carole  S.  Ferguson  Shakely  was  the  great  granddaughter  of 
(a)-1,  Thomas  3,  Ferguson.  He-  was  appointed  Governor  of  Oklahoma 
Territory  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  on  November  I5,  1901.  It 
was  a very  popular  apnointment  for,  as  one  historian  expressed  it, 

"he  was  admired  by  people  who  did  not  relong  to  his  political  party." 
(McRenolds,  et,  al.)  This  source  goes  on  to  say,  "Republican  Governor 
Ferguson  was  a colorful  figure,  even  in  early-day  Oklahoma.  He  was 
physically  a ’•^ig  man,  and  a handsome  one.  He  strode  the  earth  like 
a giant,  said  one  who  knew  him.  He  had  been  born  and  educated  in 
Kansas,  and  came  to  Oklahoma  Territory  in  the  Cheyenne -A rapaho  opening 
(April,  1892).  Governor  Ferguson  established  a weekly  paper  in  Watonga, 

He  belo'^ged  to  Oklahoma  in  a way  that  his  predecessors  did  not.  /^ost 
later  Oklahomans  have  had  a warm  liking  for  him;  Governor  Ferguson 
'oelonged  to  them  and  to  their  state.  They  feel  that  he  represented  the 
bestthere  was  in  the  growing  territory.  Governor  Ferguson  is  said  to 
have  been  the  model  for  the  heroes  of  at  least  two  novels  about  early 
Oklahoma." 

(a) -2.  Walter  S.  Ferguson  md,  Lucia  Carolina  Loomis.  There  were  three 
children: 

-(a) -3.  Thomas  3.  Ferguson  (ll?)  who  had  three  chil 'ren;  l).  Bruce, 

2).  Linda,  and  3)«  Scott  Ferguson. 

“(t))-3.  Ruth  Elva  Ferguson  md.  William  Beal.  There  were  three  children 
1),  Steve,  2).  Thomas,  and  3) • William  Deal,  Jr, 

•(c)-3«  Loomis  Benton  Ferguson  (d.  1976)  md.  Maxine  Brown  Ferguson 
(d.  Januairy  7,  1976,  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.)  (Saltzer  by  a second  md.) 
Maxine  was  the  daughter  of  Walter  Earl  Brown.  There  were  two  children 
by  the  first  marriage. 

-(a)-4.  Carole  Shartel  Ferguson  (b.  January  28,  1942)  md.  (Dec. 
18,  1965)  John  3.  Shakely,  III.  One  child:  John  Benton  Shakely 
(b.  April  7,  1969). 

-(b) -4.  Licia  Herbert  Ferguson. 


)( 


The  Loomis  Family; 


The  following  is  based  on  material  contained  in  Enos  Osborn  Loomis. 
Pioneer  Doctor  of  the  Indian  Territory,  by  Ada  Loomis  Barry  and  Edith 
Loomis  Leslie.  There  has  been  a very  complete  genealogy  of  the  Loomis 
family  pu  lished,  and  it  is  assumed  that  some  of  the  material  in  the 
above  was  taken  from  the  larger  publication.  Since  a complete  genealogy 
of  this  family  is  available,  only  the  following  will  be  given  here. 


(a)-1.  Enos  Osborn  Loomis,  of  the  nineth  generation  of  this  family  in 
America,  was  born  (I852)  on  a farm  near  La  Fayette,  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  He  was  the  third  generation  to  bear  the  name  Enos.  The  name 
Osborn  was  for  a maternal  grandmother.  Md.  Magdaiine  Lorain  Arbogast 
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(d.  1908)  in  Frankfort,  Missouri.  He  graduated  form  the  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Medical  College  and  did  postgraduate  work  in  St,  Louis,  Missouri. 
In  about  1888  he  moved  to  Boggy  Depot,  Indian  Territory,  Here  he 
practiced  medicine  and  operated  a drug  store.  Later  in  life  he  was  a 
banker  and  cattleman.  He  died  in  l‘^30  and  is  buried  in  the  Okmulgee 
Cemetary,  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma.  There  were  four  children: 

-(a) -2.  Ruth  Loomis  md.  Dr.  Marvin  P.  Skeen  of  North  Carolina. 

One  child:  Emily  A.  Skeen. 

-(b) -2.  Lucia  Carolina  Loomis  md.  Walter  S.  Ferguson, 

-(c)-2.  Ada  Marie  Loomis  md.  John  W.  Barry.  Two  children:  l). 

Robert  Osborn  Barry  and  2).  William  R.  Barry. 

-(d)-2.  Edith  Isabel  Loomis  md.  Glen  E.  Leslie.  Two  children: 

1).  Lucia  Ann  Leslie  and  2).  Frank  Guthrie  Leslie. 
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Tde  Families  of  Vicki  Ann  Jamison  Gaston:  Jamison. 

John  Harvey  Jamison  (b.  October,  1853*  nea.r  Montgomery,  Alabama- 
d.  January  10,  1910)  md.  Lucy  Dora  Hroadfoot  (b.  February  3»  Mont- 

gomery, Alabama-! . April  29,  1^32.)  Six  children: 

-( a) -2 .Nellie  Jamison  (b,  1875)-  (md.  — Chilcoat)  . 

-(b) -2.  Fdward  Jamison. 

-(c)-2.  Glemmie  Jamison  (md.  Xerse^/)  . 

-(d)-2,  Lena  Jamison  (md.  Jones). 

-(e)-2.  Emma  Jamison  ( b.  January  1,  1888)  (md.  Gosey), 

*-(f)-2.  Marvin  Dewey  Jamison 

( f ) -2 , Marvin  Dev/ey  Jamison  (b.  September  18,  1895*  White  Gounty,  Ark.- 
d.  February  27,  1952)  md.  Maude  Ella  Harlan  (b.  January  15,  1899)  Seven 
children: 

-(a)-3.  Lois  Jamison  (b.  January,  1918,  Wewoka,  Okla.-d.  1020). 

“(b)-3.  Vera  Jamison  (b.  August  13,  1920,  V/ewoka,  Okla.)  md.  Paul 
Harvey. 

~(c:)-3.  Janes  David  Jamison  (b.  June  15,  1922,  Wewoka,  Okla.-d.  July 
1,  19^).  Killed  in  World  War  II. 

*’-(d)-3.  William  Grady  Jamison  (b.  October  31 1 1923,  Wewoka,  Okla.) 
-(e)-3.  Jack  Harlan  Jamison  (b.  November  18,  1927,  Tularosa,  New 
Mexico.  ) 

~(l')~3*  Mary  Nell  Jamison  (b.  February  22,  1929,  Tularosa,  ;few  Mexico), 
md.  George  Rackleff, 

“(^)~3.  Betty  Jane  Jamison  (b.  October  25,  1931*  Tularosa,  New  Mexico), 
mi.  Eranson  McElroy. 

( c ) -3 . 'William  Grady  Jamison  (b.  October  31 » 1923).  Career  army  offiGer. 
md . Louise  LucilleVick  (b.  December  15,  1923.  in  Beggs,  Okla.j  One  child: 

-(a) -4.  Vicki  Ann  Jamison  (b.  July  17,  19ll-9,  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma). 

IT d . (J’uly  1,  1973)  Gregory  David  Gaston.  Two  children: 

■•(^)“5.  Stacey  Heather  Gaston  (1^3  (l-lo)).  (b.  April  11,  1975). 

(6lbs.  7oz.). 

“(’n)“5.  Matthew  Gregory  Gaston  (144  (2-10))  (b.  December  18,  1978). 
(71bs.  50Z.) 

The  Families  of  Maude  Ella  Harlan  Jamison:  Allen  and  Harlan. 

(a)-1.  Uriah  Allen  (d.  May  7,  1884).  He  had  been  a prisoner  of  var 
during  the  War  'Betv:een  the  States.  He  was  a carpenter  'ey  trade,  md. 

Nancy  Emaline  Shell. 

-(a)-2.  Emma  Harriet  Allen  (b.  May  7,  l877-d.  June  10,  I980). 
md . Joseph  Edward  Harlan. 

-(a)-3.  Maude  Ella  Harlan  (b.  Januaru  I5,  1499)  md . Marvin  lewey 
Jamison.  (See  above.) 

(a)-l.  J.  B.  Harlan  (d.  February  22,  I880).  He  was  a Primitive  Baptist 
preacher,  and  he  wu.s  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  md.  Julia  Ann 
Watson  ( b.  June  1,  1844). 

-(a)-2.  Joseph  Edward  iiarlan  (b.  June  27,  1868,  Hardin  County,  Tenn.- 
d.  May  2,  1950.  Se  was  a farmer  an-:'  grocer,  md . Emma  Harriet  Allen 
(b.  May  7,  1877,  Hardin  County,  Tenn.-d.  June  10,  I960).  Five  children 
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-(a)-3.  Kaude  i']lla  Harlan  (January,'  I5,  lS99t  Savannah,  Tenn.)  *xd. 
Harvin  Dewey  Jamison. 

-( b)r3* -'Jilliam  Grady  Harlan  (b.  July  I3,  19 — Savannah,  Tenn). 
-(c)-3.  Clara  Harlan  ( b.  September  17,  1905,  Wewoka,  Okla.)  (md. 
Hawks) . 

-(d) -3.  Cecil  B.  Harlan  (b.  March  21,  I90S,  Wewoka,  Okla.) 

“(e)”3.  -loe  0.  Harlan  ( b.  June  7,  1912,  /.'ewoka,  Okla.) 


Tne  t*  ami  lies  of  Louise  Lucille  Vick  Jamison:  Greene,  Bessee,  and  Vick, 

(a)-1.  Arnold  Havilla  Greene  (b.  South  Wales,  New  York).  He  was  a 
Methodist  minister,  md.  Elizabeth  Finney. 

(a) -2.  Edward  Olin  Greene  (b,  I863,  Covington,  New  York-d.  19^^, 
Rogers,  Ark.),  A farmer,  md.  Vesta  Cassandra  Bessee  (b.  I867, 
Atkison,  Ili.-d.  1Q40,  Rodgers,  Ark,).  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Roderick  M.  Bessee  and  Mariah  Porter  Bessee.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  Edward  and  Vesta  Greene,  There  were  two  sets  of  twins. 

The  first  six  children  were  born  in  Geneseo,  111.,  and.  the  last 
two  in  Lasalle,  111. 

-(a) -3.  Earl  Porter  Greene  (b.  IS89). 

-(b)-3.  Bessie  Helen  Greene  (b.  l892-d.  1964). 

“(c)-3.  Jessie  Opal  Greene  (twin)  (b.  1894). 

-(d)-3.  Florence  Iona  Greene  (twin)  (b.  1894). 

"(e)~3»  Alyda  Frances  Greene  {b.  I898). 

-(f) -3.  Donald  Alvord  Greene  (b.  1901 ) 

“(o)“3.  William  Wallace  Greene  (twin)  ( b.  August  24,  I903). 

-(h) -3.  Winifred  Lucille  Greene  (twin)  (b.  August  24,  1903'd,  June 
29,  1976)  md.  Hoyt  Gold  (or  Goldfine)  Vick  ( b.  September  7,  1900) 
Two  children: 

-(a)-4.  Louise  Lucille  Vick  (b.  December  15,  1923,  Beggs,  Okla). 
md . William  Grady  Jamison. 

-(b)-4.  Donald  Edward  Vick  (b.  July  11,  1925  (?),  Beggs,  Okla.) 


Gregory  ^ 
Rites  Today 

Funeral  services  will  t>e  held 
Thursday  (today)  Feb.  6,  at  2 
p.m.  for  Kenneth  A.  Gregory  at 
the  United  Methodist  church. 
Rev.  Kerney  Graham  will  offici- 
ate. 

Mr.  GregM^  was  born  Jan.  9, 
1894  in  Belle  Fountain,  Ohio  and 
died  Feb.  3 Jn  the  Wetumka 
General  hospital  at  the  age  of  82. 

Mr.  Gregory  moved  to  We- 
tumka in  1905  and  attended  the 
Wetumka  public  schools.  He 
married  Martha  Smith  on  April 
11.  1915  here  in  Wetumka. 

He  was  head  of  Hughes  county 
selective  service  board  during 
World  War  II,  worked  in  Hughes 
County  Treasurer  Office  for 
several  years  and  later  worked 
as  bookkeeper  for  Dr.  D.L. 
Wenrick.  D.O.  here  in  Wetumka. 
He  was  a member  of  the  United 
Methodist  church. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Martha  of  the  home;  three 
daughters,  Edith  Rich,  of  We- 
tumka, Mary  Ellen  Flaherty, 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  Minnie  Jo 
Gaston,  Columbia,  Mo.  Also  four 
grandchildren  and  one  great- 
granddaughter. 

Interment  will  be  in  the 
Wetumka  cemetery  under  the 
direction  of  Jackson  Funeral 
Home. 


Gaston  Rites 
Held  Feb.  3 

Mrs.  E.A.  (Dorothea 
Florence  Ballard)  Gaston,  a 
former  resident  of  Weleetka 
and  Okemah,  died  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  31,  in  Sulphur,  La., 
at  the  age  of  90. 

Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  10  a.m.  Saturday, 
Feb.  3,  in  the  Maplewood 
Methodist  church  of  Sulphur, 
La.  Graveside  services  rwere 
held  at  2 p.m.  Monday, ;Feb. 
5,  at  the  Highland  cemetery  of 
Okemah  with  Rev.  Charles 
Benton,  pastor  of  the  Weleet- 
ka-Wetumka  United  Metho- 
dist churches,  officiating. 

Mrs.  Gaston  was  bom  Jan. 
9,  1889  in  Annona,  Tex.  and 
moved  to  Oklahoma  as  a 
young  girl  with  her  family.  She 
married  E.A.  Gaston  on 
Christmas  Eve,  1912,  in 
Okemah  where  he  was  ^ftor 
and  manager  of  the  Okemah 
Ledger.  The  Gastons  moved  to 
Weleetka  in  1926  where  he 
owned  and  published  the 
Weleetka  American  until  195  i , 
For  a time,  he  also  published' 
the  Dustin  American  and 
Hanna  American.  Mr.  Gaston 
preceded  his  wife  in  death  on 
May  24,  1956. 

\^ile  living  in  Weleetka, 
Mrs.  Gaston  was  an  active 
member  of  the  First  Methodist 
church  where  she  served  as 
Sunday  School  teacher  and 
president  of  the  Women’s 
Missionary  Union  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  She  was  also  a 
charter  member  of  the  United 
Church  Women. 

Mrs.  Gaston  had  been 
residing  in  Sulphur,  La.  for 
some  21  years. 

Survivors  include  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Dorothea 
Phillips  of  Norman,  Mrs. 
John  B.  Shakely  of  Oklahoma 
City  and  Mrs.  C.J.  Landren- 
eau  of  Sulphur,  La.;  two  sons. 
Dr.  E.A.  Gaston,^  jr.  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.  and  'Dale  L. 
Gaston  of  Columbia,  Mo.;  six 
grandchildren  and  10  great- 
children. 

Interment  was  under  the 
direction  of  Jackson-Buckley 
Funeral  Home  of  Wetumka- 
Weleetka. 


Appendix  J. 


The  Name  Gaston. 

The  origin  and  meaning  of  the  surname  Gaston  is  obscure.  Dictionaries 
of  surnames  do  not  agree  on  either  of  these  points.  It  is  frequently 
pointed  out  in  them  that  the  name  was  most  often  found  in  the  past  and 
among  the  French  and  Flemish  today  as  a given  name.  In  one  source  it  is 
said,  "A  baptismal  name,  as  Gaston  de  Foix."  We  may  surmise,  rather 
safely  I think,  that  Jean  Gaston  (b.  1600)  may  have  himself  dropped  the 
"de  Foix"  if  he  ever  used  it.  Some  of  his  sons  or  grandsons  certainly 
did  as  they  migrated  from  place  to  place.  A personal  name  became  a sur- 
name. It  does  appear  that  Gaston  was  used  as  a surname  even  as  early  as 
12?3  A.D.  by  a family  living  in  Kent  County,  England. 

One  source  gives  "Gaston  - Local  *of  Gascony;  an  early  corrupted 
form  of  Gaskin  or  Gascon."’  This  source  concerned  English  surnames  but 
does  indicate  Gaston  to  have  originated  in  the  South  Western  part  of 
France . 


Another  source  tells  us,  "Gaston:  a grassy  enclosure."  This  is 
most  interesting,  since  it  relates  to  a speculation  about  the  origin  of 
the  name.  It  seems  that  very  early  in  the  history  of  France  kings  and 
preat  nobles  had  among  their  household  officers  a man  whoes  duty  it  was 
to  look  after  a pen  or  enclosure  where  animals  of  all  kinds  were  kept 
to  be  fattened  for  his  lord's  table.  The  name  given  this  post  eventually 
evolved  into  Gaston  and  became  the  occupational  name  of  the  person  assigned 
the  job.  This  is  just  as  John  the  Taylor  eventually  became  just  John 
Taylor  or  William  the  Carter  became  William  Garter.  If  for  some  reason 
William  Garter  of  York  (The  York  being  added  to  distinguish  him  from 
other  William  Carters)  became  very  prominent  he  might  become  known  simply 
as  Carter  of  York. 


One  must  not  feel  let  down  by  the  possibility  that  one’s  very  remote 
ancestors  were  keepers  of  fattening  pens.  Whether  they  were  among  our 
ancestors  or  not,  and  whatever  the  origin  of  the  name,  the  Counts  de  Foix, 
a number  of  whom  were  called  Gaston,  were  by  no  means  "small  potatoes." 
After  all, the  social  evolutions  which  took  place  during  the  sixth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  centuries  saw  families  of  obscure  origins  rise  to  prominence, 
wealth  and  power. 
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AoiDendix  K. 


A Goat  of  Arrns? 

One  genealogist  remarked  that  it  was  as  bad  to  use  another's  coat 
of  arms  as  to  use  someone  else's  toothbrush.  There  are  those  who  think 
it  much  worse,  and  at  one  Lime  in  history  it  would  have  been  dangerous 
to  do  so.  During  the  fifteenth  century  because  there  were  so  many  coats 
of  arms,  kings  established  a "college  of  arms"  for  their  countries, 
codifying  their  use  into  a system  called  heraldry.  As  a consequence, 
if  one  wants  to  legitimately  display  a coat  of  arms  he  must  be  able  to 
prove  to  a "college  of  arms" that  he  is  descended  through  an  unbroken 
male  line  from  the  person  originally  granted  the  arms.  It  should  be 
obvious  that  any  American  Gaston  tracing  his  or  hers  descent  from  any 
Gaston  of  France  who  had  been  granted  a coat  of  arms  would  have  much 
less  than  a meager  chance  of  success. 

There  are  a number  of  very  handsome  coats  of  arms  belonging  to 
the  Gaston  families  of  France.  Unfortunately  none  of  the  better  looking 
ones  belonged  to  the  families  living  in  the  area  of  France  in  which  the 
Gastons  de  Foix  lived  and  from  which  Jean  Gaston  is  believed  to  have 
migrated.  It  seems  that  the  only  coat  of  arms  we  Gastons  can  in  anyway 
relate  to  originated  in  Lanquedoc,  an  old  province  in  the  South  of  France, 
in  which  the  village  of  Foix  is  located.  This  coat  of  arms  is  described; 
"D* argent  a une  cage  de  sable ;au  chef  du  mene."  It  looks  something  like 
this: 


Can  it  be  that  there  is  a connection  between  the  coop  and  the 
supposed  origin  of  the  name  Gaston? 
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Appendix  L, 
Principal  Sources. 


Records  in  the  Office  of  the  Probate  Judge,  Columbiana  County,  Lisbon, 
Ohio. 

The  Columbiana  County  Forest  and  Parks  Council  and  the  County  Historical 
Association,  Lisbon,  Ohio.  (Pamphlets,  bulletins,  census  data,  and 
county  records  information.) 

National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  General  Services  Administra- 
tion, Washington,  D.G.  20408. 

Index  to  the  Ohio  Census  for  1820,  '30,  '40,  and  '50.  (Courtesy  of 
Dr.  Willard  E.  Wight,  Professor  of  American  History,  Georgia  Institute 
of  Technology,  Atlanta,  Georgia.) 

Department  of  Archives. and  History,  State  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  39205. 

Published  Genealogies; 

Armstrong,  William  Clinton,  Captain  John  Kirkpatrick  of  New  Jersey, 

1 739-I 822 , New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  192?. 

Barry,  Ada  L.  and  Lesslie,  Edith  L.,  Enos  Osborn  Loomis , Pioneer 
Doctor  of  the  Indian  Territory/  (1971). 

Davidson,  Chalmers  Gaston,  Gaston  of  Chester,  Davidson  Printing 
Company,  Davidson,  North  Carolina,  19V>. 

Gee , Mary  Gaston,  The  Ancesti"/  and  Descendants  of  Amzi  Williford 
Gaston,'  II , ( 1 84l  -1911)  of  Spar^.arDurg  County , South  Carolina . (1944) . 

Haught,  Oliver,  The  Yarnall  Family,  (mimeographed)  East  St.  Louis. 

1 11’. 

McClung,  Rev.  William,  The  McClung  Genealogy,  McClung  Publishing 
Company,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  1904. 

McPherson,  Elizabeth  Wier,  Genealogy  of  the  Gaston , Harvey,  Reid , 
Simonton,  and  Tomlinson  Families . (mimeographed) . 

Virkus,  Frederick  Adam,  First  Families  of  America,  The  Abridged 
Compendium  of  American  Genealogy , Chicago,  111. 

Newspaper  Clippings  and  Articles  from; 


The  Dallas  (Texas)  News. 

The  Ckemah  (Okla.)  Ledger. 

The  Ckemah  (Okla.)  Daily  Leader. 
The  Holdenville  (Okla.)  Democrat. 
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The  Weleetka  (Okla.)  American . 

The  Miami  (Tla.)  Herald . 

The  Columbia  (Mo.)  Daily  Tribune . 

The  Oi'lahoma  Citv  Times. 

The  Publisher ' s Auxiliary , New  York  City,  N.Y. . 

The  Oklahoma  Publisher.  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Lake  Charles  (La.)  American  Press . 

A very  important  part  of  the  information  contained  in  this  report 
came  from  family  records  and  the  personal  knowledge  of  members  of  the 
families  included.  Particularly  helpful  were  the  records  concerning 
the  Gaston  and  McClung  families  kept  by  Mary  Alice  McClung  Gaston  dur- 
ing her  life.  Genealogical  materials  gathered  by  Hazel  Lillian  Gaston 
Laird  and  furnisher  by  her  daughter,  Alice  Laird  Garrett,  were  helpful 
Others  who  furnished  information  about  their  own  families  and  related 
families  were,  Dorothes  Florence  Ballard  Gaston;  Dorothea  Irene  Todd 
Phillips;  Minnie  Jo  Gregory  Gaston;  Mary  Jo. Gaston  Lillywhite;  Betty 
Francis  Gaston  Cook;  Alice  Laird  Garrett;  and  Vicki  Ann  Jamison  Gaston 


Some  general  information  was  obtained  from  the  following: 

Howe,  Henry,  Historical  Collections  Of  Ohio,  Vol,  I (190?). 
Kitchins,  History  of  France,  Vol.  II. 

McRenolds,  E.C.,  et,  al.,  Oklahoma,  The  Story  of  its  Past  and 
Present . 

Reaman,  G . E. , The  Trail  of  the  Huguenots  ( I966) . 

Rhodes,  James  A.,  _A  Short  History  of  Ohio  Land  Grants . 
Stevens,  Sylvester  K.,  et.  al..  Exploring  Pennsylvania. 


APPENDIX  M. 


^ Partial  Index  of  Naipes . 

Alexander,  Jane  Mason,  p.  11. 

Allen,  Uriah  (d.  1884),  Appendix  H. 

Ballard,  Calvert  Lafayette  (1854-1910),  Appendix  E. 

'*  , Dorothea  Florence  (1889-1979)  (Gaston) , p.  l6. 

" , The  Family,  Appendix  E. 

Barrett,  A.dam  Robert  ( b.  1978)  , p.  21. 

" , Robert  M. , p.  21 . 

Carlton,  Ruth  & Tibitha  A.,  Appendix  E. 

Cox,  Mary  Cornelia  (1848-1933)  ( Ballard) , Appendix  E. 

" , The  Family,  Appendix  E. 

Ferguson,  Carole  Shartel  ( b.  1942)  (Shakely),  Appendix  G. 

" , The  Family,  Appendix  G. 

Garrett,  The  Family,  p.  19. 

Gaston,  Aline  Anna,  126-(3-7)  (I89O-I93O)  (Sions),  p.p.  I6,  I8. 

'*  , Betty  Francis,  l'^0-(2-8)  ( b.  1926)  (Ccok),  p.  20. 

” , Cornelia  Alice,  131-(2-8)  (b.  1915)  (Landreneau) , p.  17. 

••  , Dale  Leon,  134-(4-8(  (b.  1920),  p.p.  I8,  20. 

’•  , Doris  Leone,  135-( 5-8)  (1920-I92i),  p.  I8. 

" , Doris  Cecelia,  142 -(2-9)  (b.  1953)  (Barrett),  p.  21. 

’*  , Edward  Aaron,  Sr.,  124-(l-7)  (1884-1956),  p.  I6. 

” , Edward  Aaron,  Jr.,  130-(l-8)  (b.  1914),  p,  17. 

" , European  Family,  p.p.  3“^. 

" , Frank  Shields,  129-(6-7)  (1903-1936),  p.  I6. 

" , Gregory  David,  l4l-(l-9)  (b.  1949),  p.  21. 

, Hazel  Lillian,  128-(5-7)  ( b.  I896)  (Laird),  pp.  I6,  19. 

" , Hugh,  101 -(1-1)  (1687-1772),  p.  6. 

” , Hugh,  106-(1-3)  (d.  1839),  p.  9. 

••  , Hugh,  112-(2-4)  (1804-1854),  p.  11. 

" , Hugh  Caldwell,  139-(l-8)  (b.  1924),  p.  19. 

*■  , Jack  Thomas,  138-(3-8)  (b.  1923),  p.  19. 

” , James  ■Jilliam,  lll-(l-4)  (1793-1873),  p.  10. 

" , Jean  (de  Foix)  ( b.  I600),  p.  2-*-. 

" , John,  (1703-1783).  p.  4. 

■’  , John  , 122-(l0-5)  (1836-1862),  p.  12. 

” , Joseph,  (1700-1777),  p.  4. 

" , Joseph,  104-(3-2)  (c.  1725-1775),  P.  6. 

, Margaret,  (1700-1790),  p.  4. 

, Martha  Jean,  132-(3-8)  ( b.  1917)  (Shakely),  pp.  18,  20. 

*'  , Mary  Josephine,  136-(lr8)  (b.  1918)  (Lillywhite) , p.  I8. 

*•  , Matthew  Gregory,  l44-(2-lo)  (b.  ig'i’S),  p.  22. 

” , Oscar  Caldwell,  Sr.,  123-(l-6)  (I858-I946),  p.  12. 

” , Oscar  Caldwell,  Jr..  127-(4-7j  (b.  1891),  pp.  I6,  18. 

'*  , Philander,  ll8-(6-5)  ( b,  1828),  p.  11. 

” , Stacy  Heather,  l43-(l-10)  (b.  1975),  P.  22. 

Harlan,  The  Family,  Appendix  H. 

Henry  , Edith  C,,  ( 1904-1 9^-6)  (Gaston),  p.  I6. 

Hinds,  The  Family,  Appendix  E. 

Jamison,  The  Family. . Appendix  H. 


(For  GregoTT/^  and  Greene  see  at  the  end  of  this  index.) 
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